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MURDEROUS WAR IN EUROPE IS THE INEVITABLE 
CULMINATION OF MURDEROUS EUROPEAN CAPITALISM 

By MORRIS HILLQUIT, Author of "The History of Socialism," "Socialism in Theory and Practice," "Socialism Summed Up," Etc. 



THROUGH centuries of struggle and 
hardship man raised himself by slow 
and painful stage* tram tha depths of 
brats animals to tha heights of refined 
civilisation. Bach generation of men added 
hi mhe to the store of knowledge of man. 
Bach generltion marked an advance is the 
procsss of unraveling the deep mysteries 
of nature, harnessing its wild powers and 
extracting ita hidden treasures. 

With its strongly organised nations, its 
per f ec t ed industries, treasures of art, and 
acUevementa of science; with its systems 
of laws, codas of morals and humane re- 
bgJona mankind greeted the dawn of the 
twentieth century with Justifiable pride as 
the triumph of creation, the victory of 
reason. And then something incredible 
happened. Something horrible and ghastly, 
something crushing and overwhelming—- 
Uke the materialisation of a mad nightmare 
born in the distorted brain of a delirious 
maniac. The elaborate edifice of European 
civilisation suddenly crumbled and col* 
lapsed like a house of cards before the fury 
of a tornado. All work was suspended, all 
industries destroyed, all reason crushed, all 
laws, violated, all morals discarded. The 
cultured nations of Europe turned into one 
howling, savage mob, drunk with the lust 
of blood shrieking for murder, murder, 
murder. 

It la as if some malicious and powerful 
demon had deliberately struck with mad- 
ness the greater part of the earth's popu- 
lation, and set them to annihilate each 
other in blind fury for his hellish amuse- 
ment 



CAUSES OF WAR. 

WHAT nuiwrthit war a particularly 
gTueaoBBtt wad almost uncanny 
horro* Itvfcs, is the seemingly in- 
compr*hensibt« «Suse of it* outbreak and 
thcfatalltm 61 US course and spread. No 
one win ascribe the war to the assassina- 
tion of the Austrian heir-apparent by the 
young Servian patriotic fanatic No one 
can indicate any other specific cause. 

None of the involved nations with the 
sole possible exception of Austria, Mcmed 
eager to precipitate the conflict. Each 
realised the far-reaching disaster of a gen- 
eral European conflagration; each endeav- 
ored to deter tha other, and each was 



Inspiration for Socialist 
Week and Labor Day Lesson 

Editor's Note.— This is the interpreta- 
tion of the European war situation the 
American working class hat been look- 
ing for. This article by Hillquit por- 
trays in vivid colors the causes of the 
war, what the war means and what may 
be expected oi the future. Hillquit 
called the article, "Capitalism at War." 
We have chosen as the heading a part 
of the piercing sentence, "The entire 
industrial and political development of 
Europe within the last generation has 
predestined it with the inexorable de- 
termination of fate — the murderous war 
in Europe is but the inevitable culmina- 
tion of murderous European capitalism." 
If every American workingman could 
be made to read this article on Labor 
Day there would be an end of war so 
far as the United States is concerned. 
This article should be a lesson for 
Labor Day and an inspiration for So- 
cialist Week; 



finally forced into war by a panicky dis- 
trust of its neighbor. 

There is no aggressor in this war. All 
belligerent nations are on the defensive. 
Russian entered the battlefield for fear of 
Austrian aggressions; Germany called its 
sons to arms to protect the fatherland 
against an invasion of the barbarian Rus- 
sian hordes. Belgium and France fight to 
defend their territories from the attacks 
of the hostile German legions, and England 
helps them in the defense. 

The greatest of all ware in the history 
of the world is fought over no definite 
issues, has involved no inspiring rallying 
cries, and produced no popular war heroes. 

It is a sullen, dull business of slaughter 
without spirit or enthusiasm, and partici- 
pants and onlookers alike remain dased 
and stupified before the inexplicable calam- 
ity, and aak themselves, "Why?" 

INVOLVES CAPITALIST COUNTRIES. 

And still the causes of the war are quite 
plain, and the wonder is only that it has 



been deferred so long. THE BNTIRB 
INDUSTRIAL AND POLITICAL DE- 
VELOPMENT OP EUROPE WITHIN 
THE LA8T OENERATON HAS PRE- 
DESTINED IT WITH THE INEXOR- 
ABLE DBTERM1NATON OF FATE— 
THE MURDEROUS WAR IN EUROPE 
18 BUT THE INEVITABLE CULMINA- 
TION OF MURDEROUS EUROPEAN 
CAPITALISM. 

The countries most prominently involved 
in the war are among those in which capi- 
talism has reached the highest levels of 
development Their industries have long 
been conducted for the private benefit of 
individual capitalists, thus leading to the 
enrichment of a small group and the im- 
poverishment of the large masses. 

The vast' majority of the population were 
left without means to secure the neces- 
saries and comforts of life which they 
produced for the capitalists. The capitalists 
on the other hand were left without a suf- 
ficient home market for the sale of the 
commodities which their workers created. 
And so production of necessity became 
halting and restricted, while the productive 
forces increased steadily through the in- 
troduction of ever more perfect labor- 
saving devices. Thus there soon were more 
workers than jobs, and the problem of 
unemployment became a standing and burn- 
ing question in all modern European coun- 
tries. 

Unemployment served to reduce wages 
and thus to curtail still further the pur- 
chasing powers of the workers, and the 
increased prices of all necessaries of life 
by which the capitalists sought to recoup 
themselves, merely aggravated the eviL 

The economic life of the European na- 
tions was hopelessly demoralised. Produc- 
tion became stagnant and business chron- 
icslly depressed. Rumbles of revolt be- 
came audible among the workers and grsw 
ever louder snd more threatening. In this 
critical situation the short-sighted capital- 
ists of Europe saw but one solution — find- 
ing of new outlets for their goods by the 
expansion of the national territory and the 
conquest of colonies. . 

And so the fateful policy of imperialism 
sprang up. As each individual capitalist 
competed with his compatriot capitalist for 
the markets of the home country, so the 
collective capitalists of each country com- 



peted with the capitalist of the other coun- 
tries for the world market. And as each 
individual capitalist maintained a force of 
agents and canvassers for the acquisition 
and protection of his home market, so each 
capitalist country was bound to support a 
host of soldiers and sailors for the con- 
quest and maintenance of its foreign 
markets. 

The foremost capitalist countries of Eu- 
rope were forced into a most ruinous policy 
of military and naval rivalry as a necessary 
counterpart of their commercial rivalry. 
Each country tried to outdo the other in 
the atse of its standing army and in the 
number and deadliness of its dreadnoughts 
until the nations groaned under the crush- 
ins: military burdens. 

Unable to halt or to move in the con- 
suming process of armament, at the limit of 
their industrial growth, and menaced by 
their exploited working population*, the 
capitalist nations of Europe, arm en to the 
teeth, stood threatening each other for 
years. 

Each of them saw at leaat a temporary 
salvation in downing the other and robbing 
it of its colonies and markets. Each waited 
for an opening. Europe was an armed camp 
long before the present hostilities began. 
Its nations were at war long before the 
formal declarations. None of them was 
taken by surprise— they were all prepared 
when the first pretext came. 



HYNOMAN SEES BE6SKIII6S OF 
CO-OPERATIVE COMMONWEALTH 

By KM. HYNDMAN 

I'romlnMt Hrlilnh foclalUi. 

The British government, in order to 
save the people from wholesale starva- 
tion, rind* that only Socialist proposals 
are of any avail. 

This truth is really important. The 
nation will learn in time o; war a little, 
of what it must threateningly demand 
in time of peace. 

It is even possible that, as the war 
of 1870-71 gave France a republic, the 
war of 1914 may secure for England the 
beginnings of a co-onerative common- 
wealth. 

We sincerely hope so. That, at any 
rate, is worth righting for. Hy far our 
worst enemies are the landlords and 
capitalists of Britain. 



war. In these extraordinary times events 
move fsst and they shape themselves in the 
most unforeseen and astounding ways. The 

!;cneral European war may yet develop 
nto a general European eocisl revolution 



WAR WILL NOT HELP. 

The war will not relieve the desperste 
social and economic conditions of capital- 
ist-ridden Europe. I* will kill off a large 
portion of the unemployed and disaffected 
workers; it will cause for a time a feverish 
activity in reorganising the ruined indus- 
tries, at least in the victorious countries; it 
may even result in a temporary wave of 
"prosperity. ,, . . 

But the rally will be in the nature of the 
proverbial "improvement" of which the pa- 
tient dies. War ia the moat powerful and 
dangerous stimulant that can be adminis- 
tered to a moribund industrial system. It 
msy induce a sharp and short flicker of life, 
but it ie bound to lesve the system more • 
hopelessly weskened than ever. 

As yet it is impossible to say whether | 
capitalistic Europe will survive the present I 



SOCIALISM MUST COME4 

If the present war will not end in a com- 
plete collapse of capitalism, it will not be 
the world's last war, as our professional 
peace apostles fondly predict. The bsr- 
barous institution of periodical international 
slsughter is the inseparable companion of 
the barbarous system of economic robbery 
called capitalism— the two are partners in 
life and death. 

War will become a horrible memory of 
the past only with the termination of the 
system of wealth production for private 
gain— with the advent of Socialism. And 
yet the powerful movement if European 
Socialism has proved itself powerless to 
prevent the appalling catastrophe. As yet 
the dark forces of capitalism are atronger 
than Socialism. 

The Socialists and organised workers of 
Europe could no more resist the brutal logic 



of capitalist warfare than they could escape 
the class wars and horrors of the capitalist 
regime in times of international peace. Re- 
luctantly but irresistibly they were drawn 
into the insane vortex of mutual slaughter. 

But neither the revolutionary spirit nor 
the struggles of the workers will be crushed 
by the war. Their ranks will be depleted 
by murder, their organisations will be 
weakened, but their grievances will be more 
acute, their mission more sublime than 
ever. They will rally and organise; they 
will preach and fight, and finally they will 
conquer. 

For this terrible war will remain the most 
striking proof of the criminal bankruptcy 
of the capitalist misrule, and the world will 
be forced to turn to Socialism for salvation 
from savagery and complete social ruin. 



WARNING TO AMERICANS. 

We, on this side of the Atlantic ocean, 
have so far escaped the direct horrors of 
the war. This has been due principally to 
the fortunate position of geographical iso- 
lation of our country snd partly also to the 
fsct that as yet we have not been drawn 
very deeply into the economic rivalries of 
Europe, and have not had the opportunity 
to develop a pronounced imperialistic pol- 
icy or a strong militsry regime. 

But let the American people take warn- 
ing from the horrible example of Europe. 
Already our capitalist classes are making 
a strong bid for the markets of the world. 
Alresdy we ere developing- a "colonial pol- 
icy," fortifying our army and building up 
a strong navy with stesdy and fatal con- 
sistency. 

The ruling classes of the United States 
are even today ateering the ship of state 
towards a devastating world-war as surely 
and irresistibly as the ruling classes of 
Europe have been during the 4ast genera- 
tion. 

The next great war will be waged by the 
United States unless the workers of the 
country will in the meantime have grown 
strong and intelligent enough to put an 
end to the ruinous and murderous system 
of capitalism. In the United States aa well 
as in Europe the salvstion of the nation 
and the guaranty of domestic and interna- 
tional peace liee in Socialism. 



Our Comrades 
Sent to Die 
Before Liege 



That tHe German kaiser is sending 
the regiments of Socialist soldiers 
into mass attacks that result in need- 
less slaughter, is the charge made 
by C. Langdon Everard in the Lon- 
don Daily Herald. 

He shows this to have been espec- 
ially true in the attack on Liege 
which he calls "The Tragedy of the 
Liege Trenches." He says: 



The newspaper reports acree that the 
erwat of the attack V borne, not by 
P^uUR. but by 8onth German troop* 
From private advice, tt appears 
■axon reolmente «l v «" th> honor ^ 
erfbetairwlped eat by the forts. 

^ ilnlficMN of that statement. 
fremoaretartUtelat. He* In tbe feet that 
Ctallaas btexueasely strong In the 
tSmmSmot OeYony. and that the 8m« 
Infantry la composed to a very ooajrtder- 
abte extent of Social Democrats! If the 
Morta l have received are true-end I 
Cvaevery reason to treat my Inform- 
MU^tneee ^rueh" teetlee. which aa- 
untaxed the military experts, are open 
tia very sinister eaolaoaUon. 

The Preaatan militarists (and It Is 
well to>emember that when we talk of 
Mermen" policy we mean the PoUer of 
the Prussian < Miecreey wj^h. slace UTO. 
has bossed the empire) regard the Social 
DMioeriu ae their moot lancerees feee. 
and rightly ae. Bvery accession to the 
raafcTof the Social Dcmeereten lea Mow 
totte militarist poller of '.he Prussian, 
rellas caste. Hence It te that members 
if that e aste ha ve +4y*kJA**'l 
than oae occasion, their Intention or 
■"ifll-f Socialists late tbe arte* line 
la the event 0* war. 

Tbe elwhter at Ua«e etoowe that 
they ai* prepared to earnr out their 
threats. When General von •mmloh 
•as* these Saxes, lads to dee traction he 
dealt VMoiTat tbe Prussian autocracy 
from which It will never recover. 

to vetethey «eag feces eeldlem late 
the Jaws of deatlk In vain they have 
serttwtei all Socialist westings. In 
veto they have eeppreeead Ocrmany'. 
alsety Socialist newspapers. I" vain 

Se far as ewe can s rss h s sy . tae days 
or the Prasslaa aatacracy are aua^acced. 
and a Oenaem repnatte win arise out of 
the meet Ukaty results of tale Interna- 
tssnal sftesehtsv. 

"Will there be .a rwafetico <*& th* 
«outi«ef*tr ai*c :-c Glasgow (Scot- 
land) Forward, in telling of the slasgh- 
tering of -the Germans, an* -in three 
among whom, it points out, is a So- 
cialist It 
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MOBILIZE FORCES FOR ACTION 

By A. M.SIMONS 

CAPITALISM has declared war upon ita own civilisation. The 
world ia just awakening to that fact. Those who have not been 
caught in the crasy blood-lust are in fierce revolt against it. 
Thousands and hundreds of thousands of persons who six weeks ago 
had never thought such thoughts are now crying out that the world 
must make an end of the forces that have plunged half the earth into a 
wild riot of killing. There ia demand, as Vet wild and incoherent, for 
an extension of governmental activities. There are countleaa proposals 
for common action being enacted into law that a month ago would have 
been looked upon aa strange vagaries of impractical theorists. 

When institutions that have stood for ages are being pitched, into 
the melting heat of burning powder, by those who have always claimed 
to be defenders of such institutions, then long established rules and 
customs cease to command respect. 

The institutions of today are built upon international markets and 
world-wide commerce. But those markets are gone, that commerce baa 
been driven from tha seas. 

It is not necessary to take a course in the economic interpretation 
of hiatory to understand that thoec institutions are shaking when these 
foundationa an blown up with exploding shells and shot to pieces with 
artillery snd ground under the feet of marching armies. 

What cornea out of thia chaoa will depend, more man we can realise 
today, upon the ability of Socialists to realise the situation that con- 
fronts then. For such a situation no other body of people haa anything 
to offer. All other political parties and philoaopnica are based upon the 
theory that preeent inatHntiona will continue forever. 

Whan may foal tha commerce and industry, the laws and inter- 
national relatione which are the vary condition of their existence tum- 
bling about their eara they are helpless. 

But Socialists have always said that these institutions were doomed 
to paas away. To be sure. Socialists hoped and expected that the change 
would come gradually and in time of peace. 

But the rulers of today, the "conesrvstives. decided to smash their 
creation, to drown in blood the civilisation they have always posed aa 
defending. 

Socialists alone have aeon beyond tha society that is now passing 
away. They alone have buUded for the society that ia upon ua. 

Thla emergency 4rmsf*t that Socialists should mobilise their forces 
for action. On the strength of the Socialist movement, on the judgment 
that mice ita actions, on the power it shows to meet this emergency 
depends tha direction that events will take dorms the next few years. 

Sodaliata UiamsstTss do not as yet realise tins. But fortunately, 
before tha crisis was upon us the order had gone forth to mobilise the 
Socialist forces during s "Socialist Week'' beginning September 6. 

During that week every energy that can be brought to bear must 
be need to buOd up s powerful, intelligently directed, democratic body, 
ready for the work that Is upon ua. 

Dining that week nulttons of new workers must be reached and told 
of tha work to be dons and enlisted to do it. 

Derma that week ihouaanila of Socialists who have once served in 
the rsaumand have dropped by the wayside nsast be called back to the 
ranks. Tha isssrvsa nanst be BBobttsed also. 

Tha imililsms that wffl be snot m the legislative fanUe thia winter 
wffl bathe p rs bl ims that the t a cmtt s ta , and no one etas, have been pre* 
poring for years to asset. There nsast ho many Socialists in those bodies 



Fighting Food Pirates 
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end dauahtere win weep la the far-off 
eUles^Asd to tt U m and eecaeeracy le 

It is in this dark hour of death, of 
murder and destruction that the 
American Socialist movement must 
rise to this great emergency and 
build up a movement that will not 
only save thla nation from the perils 
of war but act as the chief aid 
toward rebuilding the Socialist move- 
ment of Europe when this horror has 
passed away. 

Sodal aWvott After War/— That the 
European war will be followed by a 
social revolution ia the opinion of 
Dr. Julius Halpem. New York So- 
cialist, who left Berlin the day after 
war was declared and has just arrived 
in Now York. 



VANDERVELDE COMING TO 
U. S. IN WAS ON QERMANY. 

Emit Vandervelde, most prominent 
of Belgian Socialists and chairman of 
the International Socialist Congress, 
who was made minister of stare in 
Belgium as a result of the wsr crisis, 
is coming to the United States at tha 
bead of a commission representing the 
Belgium government to protest to the 
United States against the German 
atrocities being committed in that 
country. 



Now Chinese Itovo m tioav— The 
Chinese revolutionists win take ad- 
vantage of the war ia Europe to, at- 
tempt President Ywan Shi Kafs over- 
throw, sccording to the Pscrftc coast 
agents of the revolutionary party. 



NORWEGIAN SOCIALISTS 

FORCE WAR ON LOOTERS. 

As the direct result of the tremen- 
dous campaign carried on by the So- 
cialist party of Norway, the Norwe- 
gian government has been forced to 
take steps to protect the people 
against the food pirates. 

Although Norway declared itself 
neutral the effects o: the war was 
quickly felt all over the country. 
Greedy capitalists, born of the same 
breed as American capitalists, has- 
tened to take advantage of the sit- 
uation by charging enormous prices 
for their products. 

While food prices were being 
doubled most of the factories and 
mills were closed. While the Social- 
ists carried on their constructive 
propaganda the enraged populace de- 
stroyed stores and fought with the 
police and soldiers. 

The government was finally forced 
to act. Here is what the Socialists 
forced it to do: 

Passed laws that all payments due 
between August S and September 6 
shall be extended another month. 

Prohibited the exportation of all 
foodstuffs,' coal, wood, mineral oils 
and other necessities. 

Prohibited the use of grain and po- 
tatoes for the production of beer snd 
liquors. Prohibited all sale of liquor. 

Appointed a committee of seven to 
take charge of the country's food sup- 
ply. Regulated the sale of food stuffs 
in various psrts of the country snd 
fixed the price st which food shall 
be sold. 



CHILDREN OP OKLAHOMA 
SCHOOLS PIGHT THE WAR. 
School children of Oklahoma are 
setting an example for grown-ups by 
the intense earnestness they sre dis- 

S laying in fighting the war. L. A. 
mith, of Holdenville. Okla., tells 
about it in a letter to The American 
Socialist as follows: 

"Mountain View School. Hughes 
County, Okla., used the period from 
10:20 a. m. to 12 m. as 'War Period,' 
Monday, August 24. Almost every 

fupil able to write, wrote a letter to 
tesidftt* Witaut nrot/»*»jf# rsainu 
war. THe attached resolution wss 
read and signed by each pupil able 
to write and by the teachers. Some 
oi the title felows who could not 
write requested the primsry tescher 
to 'guide their little hands so as to 
form their names snd voice their pro- 
tests to the president. Hoping that 
every school in the nation may do 
likewise. I am yours in opposition to 
war." 

The 'preamble to the resolution 
signed by the children resds: 

7, We notice in studying history that 
leading bankers, merchants and busi- 
ness men of the nations always stay 
at home in time of war and look after 
the business interests of tbe country 
and that working men like oar fathers 
snd brothers are always the ones that 
msrch to the front and get shot; that 
workers' wives are the ones left 
widows; that workers' children are 
the ones left orphans." It is this 
spirit that will soon capture Okla- 
homa for the working class. 



Wilson Won't 
Starve War; 
Wants Votes 



Tearing the wrath of the farmers, 
whose votes are being sought by the 
Democrats this fall, the Wilson ad- 
ministration is aiding the slaughter 
in Europe by not placing a national 
unharKO on foodstuffs. 

Conclusive evidence that the Wil- 
son administration could stop the 
war in Europe by placing an embargo 
on wheat, flour and other products 
was presented at the investigation be- 
ing conducted by District Attorney 
Whitman, at New York, into the 
increased cost of living since the 
European conflict began. 

Chief Magistrate McAdoo, before 
whom the inquiry is in progress, 
questioned witnesses as to what the 
effect would be i: America ceased ex- 
porting to the belligerent nations. 

Pood Barona Agree. 

James Ward Warner, president of 
the New York Produce Exchange, and 
George Zabrinski, resident manager 
for Minneapolis msnufacturers of 
flour, each said the end of warfare 
abroad must result. 

Mr. Zabrinski declared the United 
States could dispose of its entire flour 
output to France, England, Greece, 
and Turkey at any reasonable prices 
and receive payment in gold before 
the staple was put abroad steamships. 

Not only would war in Europe end 
if an embargo was placed on Ameri- 
can products, Mr. Zabrinski and Mr. 
Warner agreed, but normal markets 
would be established at home and 
the prices here go down. 

Mr Warn*r volunteered the opin- 
ion, also, that such an embargo would 
bring the wrath of the farmers upon 
the heads of the national administra- 
tion if they were told th*y could 
not export grain to Europe. 

Thus do these food bsrons give 
new support to the .Socialist demand 
of "STARVE THE WAR AND 
FEED AMERICA!" But not only 
does the Wilson administration fail 
to check the exportation of food- 
stuffs but it is aiding in the viola- 
•tun" of its own neutrality procla- 
mation. 

In the face of President Wilson s 
proclamation calling for strict neutral- 
ity on the part of all Americans, 
comes the Daily Consular snd Trade 
Reports, issued by the Department of 
Commerce at Washington, promi- 
nently catling the attention of Ameri- 
can manufacturers to the great oppor- 
tunities that exist in the stricken na- 
tions. Among the articles for which 
the consuls saw that there is demand 
are several thst have been declared 
contraband of war. The government 
bulletin, under the head of "Special 
Trade Opportunities," says: 
atetp Sty 



We Want 10,000 More Subs 
During Socialist Week 

Socialist week, starting Sunday, haa been set ssids for a general as- 
sault upon capitalism. 

We have act out hearta on capturing at leaat 10,000 men and women 
from the enemy'a ranka. 

We want to open their eyes and eara to the message of truth. 

Capitalism is having ita fearful culmination in Europe. 

The hate, the jealouay, the greed it haa fostered hss st Isst burst 
forth in a world conflagration that threatens to destroy the sccursed 
system itself. 

To the war-cursed, horror-sickened world, Socialism cornea with the 
message of international brotherhood, of peace and of plenty. 

People who never would listen before will listen now. 

People who merely listened before are becoming converts. 

We are straining every nerve to bring the messsgs to them so they 
will understand. 

You are our army in the field— our peaceful army. 

You do not shed blood, you shed light 

You do not bring desth, you bring knowledge. 

We bid you to sally forth and bring 10,000 prisoners to our camp. 

We will supply thsm for 40 weeks with the best that the Socialist 
writers of the United States have to offer. 

We will drive the old, antiquated ideas out of their heads snd supply 
them with new and better ones. 

Porty weeks hence they too will be soldiers in the grest army of 
peace. 

Yon will find a SOCIALIST WEEK SUBSCRIPTION BLANK 
on the last pegs of this issue. 

If you send us a list of twelve subscribers we will send you either 
a 1914 Campaign Booh or the great anti-war book, "The Human Slaugh- 
ter Houae, by Wilhelm Lamesus. 

You can indicate on the subscription blank which you prefer. 

COMRADES. DO NOT FAIL USI 



The following aaMearetns have been 
received fern American consular offl- 

"*%rdeau, Presee. — B^eaux effere 
lares market for near, cattle, previa tons, 
assseat eommealeate eaaaskere of eom- 
ateree, Oalveeten, New Orleans. New 
York. asdMeMle. A w e rl es n salse would 
facilitate tiMeaeetatles. Irenes severs- 
■seat prevtdee lawsraaee to IS per eent 



or value. Have bids made to Charles 
Cruet, mayor, Bordeaux, France. 

Athena, Oreece.— Oreek government 
urgently needing light shoes, woolen 
khakis, blanket*, ewords, belt garnitures, 
knapsacka, cotton underwear, American 
Kovernment standard. Bend offers end 
■ample* t. o. b. New York, payment 
against document*. Including commie- 
■Ion. to K. M. Hchaplra, Athene. Oreece. 
who Is the agent of the American firm* 
— Colt and Hartley. (Oreek purohase of 
American firearm* and ammunition was 
recorded In Dally Coneular and Trade 
Heporta for Auguet II, ISM.)" 

The bulletin of that date tells of the 
purchase In America of 10.000 revolvers 
and 2,000,000 rounds of ammunition, 
valued at 1140.000. 

In the meantime the Wilson ad- 
ministration is supporting the busi- 
ness interests in the formation of a 
merchant marine, the direct result 
of which will be the precipitation of 
the A raerwer* people into the Euro- 
pe** ^nelict. SocteifcJte must organ- 
rce and fight to force the national 
government lo "STARVE THE 
WAR AND FEED AMERICA." 



U. S. ARMY SHOULD OET 

OUT OP VERA CRUZ NOW, 
Charging thst Carrania has been 
acting in an arrogant and high-handed 
manner since becoming president oi 
Mexico, Brig. Gen. Funston, in 
command of the American forces st 
Vera Cruz, has asked for reinforce- 
ments, and it is expected that the 
Mexican trouble is about to blase up 
again. This is due to the fact that 
the United States continues to oc- 
cupy Vera Crux for no apparent 
reason whatever. Now that Huerta 
has been dethroned the United States 
should get out of Mexico snd let the 
Mexicans run their ow*n government. 



To Join the party today la 

highest duty to yourself, wife, chil 
dren and f s nowm e n . 



MILITIA AGAIN TO MURDER 
COAL MINERS IN COLORADO. 
National Secretary WalteTXanfer- 
sick of the Socialist party has re- 
ceived a telegram from A. Mariana, 
secretary of the Trinidad, Colo., local 
of the party, as follows: 

"Comrades of America: Troops A of 
Trinidad and E of Walsenburg, Colo- 
rado National Guard organisations, 
which massscred women snd children 
st Ludlow, have reorganised to their 
full strength and are holding nightly 
meetings in their armories. Colonel 
lx>okett, commanding federal troops, 
statea to citisens thst he will permit 
militiamen to parade through Trini- 
dad streets. Federals will then leave. 
Citisens openly declare these prepara- 
tions mean, further bloodshed, as. pom 
pany gunmen and Baldwin-Kelts de- 
tectives have began re-enrolling in the 
militia here for tf : past week. These 
things being so, we Socialists of Las 
Animss County sppeal to Socialists 
of America to take immediate or- 

«snised sction to protect workers 
ere from a repetition of Ludlow 
massacre, as authorities of state and 
nstion are important Will you sec 
the slaughter icpeated without com- 
ing to our aid? This message is sent 
to every state secretary." 

Immediately upon receiving this 
telegram Secretary Lanfersiek trans- 
mited copies to President Wilson and 
to members of the Socialist party 
National Executive Commitee for 
action. 



Both the stat* militia and the fed- 
eral troops msy be sent to Butts* 
Mont, as s result of the reopening 
of the miners' jurisdictional quarrel 
that involved the city in riots and 
bloodshed last June, 



Get "STARVE WAR—PEED AMERICA" Leaflets: VZJ^rilZZ 1 '"* 



In Poster Form, 18x24: Jl/^J/r 
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Ruling Classes of All Nations Rushing Madly to Their Doom, Says Debs | 

< A mm»^.i mtiUam MBr«utv aMkrM'a useful anil ara A i fctl eo warkar* to the wferleTs assists 



BY EUGENE V. DEBS 

Labor Day this year falls on Sept. f, and tht hotU of 
labor will ccltbrata tho day aa thay have thaaa many yeare. 

There arc obvioue raaaont why Labor Day thia ytar should 
be made an event of national importance. Tho clati war at 
home and the national war abroad are of profound concern 
to every worker and the rapid and startling development of 
both are replete with themes for Labor Day. 

Socialist Weak, tmilie«Js*..t^ 
this year for the rtrot time in the United States. It is copied by 
m a* sees* ef wjs-V ••*. ^ nttt ***^~se* «w * 

Europ* and tht..: is ovary reason to believe that it is to h-/e 
a permanent place in our annual festal events. 

Socialist Week! There is something in these words that 
appeala to us. During the seven continuous days of this week we 
areto emphasise our efforts in behalf of Socialism in every way 
in our power. 

We are told that in the lest celebration of Socialist Week 
in Germany the following extraordinary results were achieved 
by the party members: 

Enrolled 148,109 new members. f 

Secured 32,298 new subscribers to the party press. 

Held 41,969 agitation meetings. 

Made house-to-house canvass in 5,288 cities and towns. 
Distributed 6.759.300 pieces of literature. 
Sold and disposed of 1.582.010 books and pamphlets. 
Here is a work of popular agitation and education of such 



magnitude and far-reaching possibilities that wa can scarcely 

Sasp it, and yet this great work waa all dona in • single week 
rough the energetic and harmonious co-operation of the highly 
disciplined Socialist party of Germany. 

Of coarse it is not expected that any such showing is pos- 
sible in tola country this year, but there ia no reason why "Red 
Week" should not produce large and encouraging results in the 
United States. 

The harvest is ripe. The people were never so receptive 
and tht cottdlttoha never so favorable for our propaganda. 

Labor Day and SorWi* WUk lirw'd r«*:«nd & 
the land with the glad tidingt of tht cemJnjr tafeatrial cnucU 
pation. 

Labor Day, coming as it does in Socialist Week, has double 
significance this year and every Socialist should Join in the cele- 
bration and put forth his efforts to make the day one of awak- 
ening, of new hope and fresh courage for the working class. 

The voice of labor, clear, courageous and insistent, is needed 
today as it hsa never been needed in all the history of the world. 

An awakened, enlightened, self-disciplined and self-con- 
trolling working class is the hope of the age and the salvation 
of the race. , 

The ruling classes of all nations, heirs of the dark ages of 
the past, are rushing madly to their doom. In Europe they are 
at each other's throats with all the ferocity of wild beasts. 

Each of these nations is face to face with its own doom— so 
far as its spoils-seeking, profit-mongering aristocracy is con- 
cerned—both within and without its own boundaries. 



The titanic straggle for commercial and military supremacy 
has reached its culmination and in the great upheaval these na- 
tions now go into the melting pot to free themselves from tho 
accursed oppressor and the titled snob and to pursue unfettered 
their development toward the universal fatherland and the 
world-wide republic 

Heroically did the Socialists plant themselves In the path 
of the tornado, attempting with their Uvea to avert the impend- 
ing catastrophe to humanity. Vainly for years had they cried 
oat iu warning against the threatened crane of making of the 
lairest nations of Europe a continental slaughter house. 

Thaw were swept aside by the clamorous and insane 
hordes, blind, miaguioed end goaoed into fury serve the self- 
ish and sordid purposes of the ruling class; overwhelmed, alas, 
by the benighted and deceived victims of the very class they 
were sacrificing their Uvea to save. 

Jaures' transcendantly eloquent voice, though he Ilea stark 
and still in his winding sheet, is still protesting against war and 

E leading for peace in the name of Socialism and universal 
rotherhood. 

The working class alone make war possible and only the 
working class can put an end to war. 

The master class do not go to war; do not rip one another 
open with the sword, nor even shed a drop of their own precious 
blood for their much vaunted flag and country. 

The working class must awaken to the hour of fate and re- 
spond to the demand of destiny. 

The international Socialist movement ia the answer of the 



world's ttseful and productive workers to tht world's 
and parasitic masters. 

Down with war and away with tho ruling claaal 
Despotism baa long enough set the workers of one nation 
at the throata of the workers of another nation to their common 
enslavement and degradation. 

Despotism in autocratic Russia, monarchic Oermany and 
republican America It eubx tantiaily the same lc its effect upon 
the working class. At the behest of the ruling aristocracy, no- 
fcittiy osi plutocracy shay murder oo».aaosh»>>en>-t ims of- war 
that they may all be robbed in time, of peace- 
Despotism in all its forma has brutalixed the class It has 
ridden; clothed the workers in rage and fed them upon crusts. 
It baa scourged the earth with war and decimated its popula- 
tion with pestilence; it has shed torrents of blood and kept tht 
face of humanity wet with tears. 

The time has coma to grapple with this despotic power and 
overthrow it, and in the war now raging the last surviving 
thrones and crowns should go down forever, and out of the 
terrible travail there should and must issue a new impulse to 
create a new world in which the horrors of war shall be un- 
known—a world of peace and dedicated to all m a nkin d. 

The vital message of Socialism, its burning appeal to the 
masses must penetrate the remotest recesses of the nation and 
Labor Day and Socialist Week made the crowning event of the 
year in the United States, 
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Labor Day and Capital Day 

By JOHN M. WORK 



Among Books 



MORL THAN PROTEST. 

When J cum Jauns .'ought militar- 
ism in France lie met the enemies of 
Sio'i.iliMii net only with protest but 
also with a plan of national defense 
that routed the argument & of the 
militarists. 

August Bebcl did the same in Ger- 
many. That i> what the Socialist 
party and Socialists are now doing 

m all countries. 

In this the American Socialist 
movement has shown itself to be in 
the front rank in the present crisis. 
Sot-ialioio f.nt only protest against 
war but they show bow it can be 
stopped, how it can be prevented. 

We hold demonstrations to arouse 
the public mind. Wc arrange mass 
meetings and distribute tons of lit- 
erature to educate the ignorant and 
enlighten those who think they are 
intelligent. 

In tho present crisis no one can 
combat our arguments. We have the 
only solution for the dilemma that now 
confronts the nation and the world. 

Fvcn the food barons admit that 
it is possible to "Starve the War and 
Feed America" by establishing a na- 
tional embargo <>n the necessities of 
•life. But the big question is, "Do the 
:'ond barons or t lie food customers 
rule in Washington?" Shall we feed 
the war so that the food pirates may 
harvest a. bountiful crop of profits 
or -ball v\e starve the war and the 
exploiters so that the people may be 
fed and the slaughter ended? 

The next few weeks will decide. 
The Socialist* of America arc ex- 
erting every ounce of effort to turn 
the masses' in the right direction. 
Socialists demand death for the wax 
and fond for the living. 

Ami Socialist success in this great 
effort means a victory for civiliza- 
tion and a big leap forward in human 
progress. 

THIS ISSUE. 

We feel that we have secured a 
largr number of good things for this 
issue. First of all the interpretation 
of the war situation by Morris Hill- 
<iuit ought to prove interesting to 
every intelligent reader and discrim- 
inating thinker in America. 

This is the Socialist Week and La- 
bor Pav issue. The articles by 
F.ugcnc V Debs and Robert Hunter 
earrv their special messages for this 
time of the year. They should in- 
terest every man and woman who 
toils and hopes for ultimate emanci 
pation from the galling chains of 
wage slavery that bind them. 

lohn M ' Work, former national 
secretary of the Socialist party, and 
Joseph K. Cohen, well known in both 
the labor union and Socialist move- 
ments, also have something worth 
while to sav. 

A. M. Simons calls to the Socialists 
everywhere to "Mobilize the Forces 
for Action" and tells why and how. 
We show how the tntion* are piling 
ing toward Socialism and continue 
our fight in the campaign to "Starve 
the War and F«ed America'** The 
Information Department has another 
contribution to this campaign show- 
ins; that there is no shortage in the 
food supply as the money czars of 
ihr nation would have the workers 
believe. 

We feel that thU is an issue that 
oucht to make Socialists. It ought 
to be the rapid Tire eun in the special 
campaign to be conducted during 
"Red Week" to win tbe nation for 
Socialism. There i< still time to get 
a bundle for usr during "Ked Week" 
if you hurry. 

lVm't wait "'or yo»ir local to act. | 
It to,, late for that now. Much' 
,»>..•». •>.. Vrn. :>o« c ,< t - ; ;> j.\\;f rrO\v 
'the I'ld-M'in.'i etiorts o! lone sohbets: 
j n s: . :..iu. V .r car and! 

shot:"'! iM t ii t' t' e • ..;»!• ?! >w t.< secure t 
lOlitMi n, w vi'- i .i crs .'mini: "Ked ; 
Wcik." , 



He Means Business 

"Enclosed please find money or- 
der for $15 00 for which peease 
send me by return mail, sub cards 
to The American Socialist. 

"I always have been given to un- 
derstand that Socialists sre out to 
do big things. If that is so why 
not change the slogan from 50.000 
subscribers by Jsnuiry I. to 100,. 
000 subscribers. We can do it if we 
want to."— Maurice L. Paul, Scc'y 
Local Queens, N. Y. 



Twin Cities Against t War.-Soeialists 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis have 
joined forces and will hold an anti- 
war day. September 6. at Midway 
Amusement Park. Another stirring 
celebration will be held Labor Day. 



Labor Day comes on the first 
Monday in September. 

Capital Day occurs on the Tues- 
day following Me first Monday in 
November. 

On Labor Day, we working- 
men pat ourselves on the back 
and tell ourselves that we are 
the people. 

On Capital Day, millions of 
honest workingmen vote for capi- 
tal's interest and against their 
own, while the capitalist laughs 
gleefully and says, "What an en- 
tertaining and accommodating 
damn fool labor is, anyway." 

It is to the interest of the capi- 
talists to keep on exploiting the 
workers out of the most of the 
value of their labor. 

It is to the inteiest of the 
workers to put an end to ex- 
ploitation. 

Exploitation of the worker by 
the capitalist is the core and es- 
sence of capitalism. It must con- 
tinue so long as capitalism con- 
tinues. 

The capitalists are numerically 
weak. Their own votes are not 
sufficient in number to continue 
exploitation one hour. 

Exploitation is continued by 
the votes of the workers them- 
selves. The workers walk up to 
the ballot box on election day 
and vote the capitalist tickets. 

Therefore, the capitalists have 
control of all the public powers. 

When they use these public 
powers to oppress labor, why 
should labor complain? Labor 
voted for oppression. 

When a capitalist judge issues 
an injunction against labor, why 
do you growl? You voted to 
have him do it 

When a capitalist governor or 
president orders out the troops 
to shoot down workingmen and 
assist the capitalists to win a 
strike, why do you swear at him? 
You voted to have him do it. 

When the periodical hard times 
come and ypur wife and babies 
cry for bread, why do you ob- 
ject? You voted to have the hard 
times come. 

The United States is a popu- 
lar government. All statements 
to the contrary notwithstanding, 
the people rule. Their will, as 
expressed at the ballot box, is 
approximately carried into effect 
You get what you vote fori 
So long as the workers con- 
tinue to vote for exploitation, 
bullets, injunctions, blacklists and 
hard times, they will surely get 
them. , . , 

When they quit voting for their 
enemies' interests and begin to 
vote for their own, all these out- 
rages will dissolve like the mist 
before the morning sun, and So- 
cialism will begin. 
There is no other way. 
The Republican, Democratic 
and Bull Moose parties get their 
campaign funds from the capi- 
talists. They are run in the in- 
terest of the capitalists. 

The Socialist party gets its 
campaign fund from the working 
class. It is run in the interest of 
the working class. 

The Republican, Democratic 
and Bull Moose parties stand for 
the continuation of exploitation, 
military oppression, injunctions, 
blacklists, poverty, and all the 
miserable retinue of capitalism. 

The Socialist party stands for 
the abolition of exploitation, mili- 
tary oppression, injunctions, 
blacklists, poverty, and all the 
rest of the wretched retinue of 
capitalism. , , 

The howl which we he»» in 
favor of the annihilation of the 
trusts is the doleful wail of the 
middle class. The small capital- 
ists in the middle class want to 
smash the trusts so that they can 
exploit labor themselves, instead 
of letting the big capitalists get 
the lion's share of the swag as 

VoSTrnake any difference to 
you whether the bandit who robs 
you carries a rifle or a pistol? 
No* 

Weil. then, it doesn t make any 
difference to you whether the 
Republican or Democratic or 
Bull Moose party wins. No mat- 
ter which of them wins, you have 
to hold up your hands and be 
Mrip?ed of the bulk of the value 
of your labor. 

The tariff question, the trust 
smashing question and ^ the trust 
reculating question are merely 
gabbles* between the capitalist 
J2bbers as to how they shall ^ di- 
vide the booty they steal from 
the working class. . 

None of these issues touch i£' 
interests of the workers. The 

ing class most capture the now- 
e> tho n a c asss ry and 



This can be accomplished only 
by voting the Socialist ticket 

So long as the workers vote 
the capitalist tickets, election day 
will be capital day. 

When they vote the Socialist 
ticket, election day will become 
a magnificent labor day. 

That time is not far away. It 
is steadily approaching. Every 
time a worker finds out what's 
what, he begins to vote the So- 
cialist ticket. 

Thousands of workingmen 
have found it out of late. Thou- 
sands more are finding it out 
right now. 

At the present rate, we shall 
not have to wait long until labor 
will emancipate itself by making 
election day a Labor Day. 



This Week's Editorial 
From Socialist Press 



WHAT DOES PRESIDENT WIL- 
SON INTEND TO DO ABOUT 
THE TROOPS AT VERA 
CRUZ. 

(From the New York Call.) 

The United States government is 
facing a situation that is being over- 
looked in most circles. United States 
troops hold Vera Cruz. That Mex- 
ican seaport is under the control of 
United States regulars. The Mex- 
ican customhouse in Vera Cruz, the 
most important in Mexico, is held by 
ibis nation. The Vera Cruz terminal 
of the railroad from Mexico City is 
in the hands of the United States 
army. What does President Wilson 
intend to do about this situation ?^ 

President Wilson sent American 
soldiers into Vera Cruz because he 
believed Victoriano Huerta needed a 
lesson. It was a foolish mission thai* 
American troops were sent on. Huerta 
was a drunken brigand and there 
wasn't a workingman in all America 
who ca/ed a hoot whether he saluted 
the Stars and Stripes or not — except 
that many Americans would rather 
not have a decent flag saluted by the 
old rounder. 

But all that is past. The question 
is with the present. 

If the troops went there to deal 
with anybody, it was Huerta. Huerta 
lias folded his tent and his fat check 
book and gone away from there. He 
is sojourning abroad whence he sends 
bark the message that the strongest 
combatant is always in the grace of 
God. 

If American troops went to Vera 
Cruz to deal with Huerta, what are 
they there for now? Huerto has left 
the country. His ideas no longer 
prevail in the government. The con- 
stitutionalists, for whom it has been 
said the president had a high regard, 
now are in power. 

Can it be that the American troops 
are being kept in Mexico for some 
purpose that has not been made 
known to the American people? If 
not. then why do not the American 
soldiers come home? 

For those to whom that fictitious 
thing called "national honor" is a 
bugaboo, it may be said that there 
would be no lack of honor in bring- 
ing back the troops. If there is any 
dishonor it is in keeping them in 
Mexico. The United States is not 
at war with the constitutionalist gov- 
ernment. It has not been at war with 
Mexico, even under Huerta. There 
is no excuse, except it be a secret 
and commercial one, for keeping 
American soldiers in Mexico. There 
is no excuse for hampering the TI*W 
constitutionalist government by hold- 
ing from it its most important sea- 
port and the most important terminal 
of one of its most important rail- 
mid* 

The whole situation is up to the 
president. The president sent the 
troops into Mexico. Let him now 
call them home., 



Unpopular Government in the United 
states." By Albert M. Kales. The 
University of Chicago Preaa. Cloth, 
261 pp. S1.50. 

iros bootc is a most interesting 
study of criticisms now going on with 
regard to trie torms ot government 
in this country, municipal, state and 
federal. In the first chapters it points 
out very clearly the striking detects 
of our present governmental forma. 
It emphasises particularly their utter 
failure to meet the dangers which 
tney were expressly formed to meet 
The writer shows, for example, how 
the present forms of government have 
lent themselves to the schemes and 
plana of what he calls an "extra le- 
gal" government This "extra legal" 
government the author does not seem 
to understand ia ruled by our mod- 
ern plutocracy. He does see, how- 
ever, and points out the failure of 
our present form* 

The work discusses the various de- 
vices that have been suggested as 
means for meeting the dangers of our 
present situation, and discards them 
all. These include the various re- 
form movements, such as municipal 
voters' leagues, civil service acts and 
the like; the author also rejects the 
idea of the abolition of the party 
circle, the pfimaiies, the initiative, 
referendum, recall and independent 

Glitical movements, as all of them 
ing ineffective to meet the situa- 
tion. So far the argument seems en- 
tirely logical and conclusive. When 
the author comes to suggest his own 
solution of the problem, however, he 
is not so strohg. His solution is the 
commission form of government ap- 

filied to city, state and nation. This, 
t aeems to us, is only another one 
of the ineffectual reform proposals 
that fail to go to the root of the 
matter. 



1 letters from "American Socialist" Readers 



WILSON ADMINISTRATION 

SHOWS IT IS INSINCERE. 

It doesn't look as if the Wilson 
administration is very much in earn- 
est about fighting the food pistes. 
Tnited State* district Attorney Wil- 
krrson i« now in Washington, where 
<•» U. i-.oy».' fa :r«v# fca> T J#vi»- 
State Senate that he was asked to re- 
•.i.tr ol. in Chicago because he 

w.»< too active in prosecuting the beef 
b.i'-oiis. oleomargarine magnates, rail- 
ro.id rebaters. board of trade specula- 
tors and o'ber pillars of big business, 
lie recently went on the trail of the 
food pirate« who sought to establish 
wartime prices. 



GERMAN SOCIALISTS URGE 
THAT PEACE BE RESTORED 

Like their British comrades the So- 
cialist members " of the German 
Reichstag were placed by the out- 
break of hostilities, which they abhor, 
in a position of the gravest difficulty, 
says the London Daily Citizen. 

They consented to vote the war 
credits asked for in the national crisis, 
but their attitude was expressly de- 
fined in a written statement read on 
their behalf by Herr Haase. 

It was as follows: 
"In the name of my party I 

make the following declaration: 
"We are living at a time when it 

is a question of life and death 

for us. 

"The Imperialist policy is the 
cause of the entire world being 
in arms, and of the peoples 
deluging Europe with their blood. 
The defenders of this policy will 
have to bear full responsibility 
before the world, 

"The Socialists have combated 
this policy with all their force; 
they combat it still with their 
French brothers, who have al- 
ways labored for the maintenance 
of peace. Our efforts have failed. 
We find ourselves at war and 
menaced with foreign invasion of 
our soil. 

"It is no longer a question of 
the cause of the war, but of 
studying the means of defending 
our frontiers. But we have the 
right of thinking with sorrow on 
the millions of our fellow-country- 
men dragged, in spite of them- 
selves, into this catastrophe." 
The deputy ended by saying that 
his party would vote the war credits 
on condition that the government 
should use alt its efforts, at the first 
honorable occasion, to make peace. 

COAL BARON'S ASSASSIN 

SLUGS SOCIALIST LAWYER 

G. H. Duthie, lawyer, a very active 
Socialist of Clarksburg, W. Vs., was 
brutally assaulted by "Bob" Shuttle 
worth, a licensed gunman of the Con 
M'ljila»*:"!i Ct'al Company, who 5* 
still under bond charged with intent 
to kill John W. Brown, by shooting 
with high-power rifle from the win- 
dow of the coal company's office 
Duthie has been active in defending 
the workers in the courts. He de 
fended Anna A. Maley in the free 
speech fight last summer, and since 
then has been a "marked man" 
Duthie was offered insult or* the most 
vulgar kind, to which he paid no at 
tcntiorc Shuttlewfrtb etos«ed thei 
+- e»>* Vftv ** J.vrt. 
struck him behind the ear, and later 
over the eye. Duthie's head is op- 
ened and has a large contusion over 
the eye. Prosecution begun. ^ The 
feeling is hitter on the part o' the 
Socialists and sympathizers. 



FOOD FOR REFLECTION. 
The acti\itic« and success of the 
Sochli«ts furnish much subject-mat 
ur fW reflection. Were it not that 
conditions arc becoming more and 
more unbearable in the world, the 
Socialist would not get such a readv 
audience and so many readers for his 
literature. The success of his work 
is an unmistakable symptom of the 
social disease that is sapping the vi- 
tality of every nation on earth.— The 
Signs of the Times, Mountain View, 
Calif. 
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those who do tho noceasary asm ^ to yoaVaelf, wife, ekfl. 

useful aoatal and mannal labor, dron and foOowsaox. 



To join tho party today to yoor 



pur>a roa raasov. 

To the Locals and Branches of the So- 
clallttt Party of America: 

Comrades: Tho Seventh Ward branch 
of chlcnno. Local Cook County, desires 
to call your attention to the situation 
confronting Comrade Carl Person. 

Carl Person was the secretary of our 
local at Clinton. 111. At the same time 
lie wa< a member of the System Federa- 
tion of Railroad Employes, and editor 
of the "Btrlks Bulletin." tho official or- 
Kan of that organisation. During the 
strike on the Harriman lines. Person 
mu<l<> the Bulletin an ageresslve. enthu- 
hIhhUc weapon in promoting and assist- 
Inx the striking railway employes. 

on December SO, 1913. Tony Musser. a 
strike-breaker and Mugger in the employ 
of the Illinois Central Railroad Com- 
pany, assaulted Person, knocking him 
down and kicking him. Person is a 
nmall man In stature and weltrht. and 
Mutiser a very heavy and largo man. 
the difference between them being prob- 
ably 100 pounds or more in weight. 
While being attacked and down upon 
the ground. Person shot Musser, who 
died from the effect a of the wounds. 

Carl Person was indleted and the spe- 
cial prosecutors representing the Illinois 
Central Railroad Company and Harriman 
lines are doing their utmost to send 
I'ernon to the gallows or to the peniten- 
tiary for a long term of years. It Is 
very essential that money should be 
ralHed to enable Person to make a proper 
defense. There Is a great prejudice In 
Clinton and the immediate surrounding 
territory against both laboring men who 
are organised and Socialists In Clinton, 
which makes the defense of Person dou- 
hlv hard. To assist In raUlng funds for 
this defenne ( the Seventh Ward branch. 
Local Cook County, Socialist Party of 
Illinois, by resolution, requested that 
this communication bo sent to The 
American Socialist for publication, re- 
questing each branch to send one dollar 
to the Carl Person Defense Fund, care 
the National Secretary. 

Yours for Justice, 
SEVENTH WARD BRANCH. LOCAL 
COOK COUNTY. CHICAOO. ILL. 

By John Flora and Barney Berlyn. 
Committee of the Seventh Ward Branch 
of Local Cook County, Chicago, 111. 



owrmaxxsmv vowam. 

It Is not surprising that the ruling 
powers claim that the majority of the 
people are not capable of self-government 
when we stop to reflect upon the vote 
recently cast on Referendum D, in which 
the Socialists, who pride themselves on 
being posted and up to date, voted the 
control of the party organtaatlon out of 
their hands Into those of committees, 
this In face of the fact that one of those 
committees usurped the power to set 
aside a leirally instituted referendum, 
after the ballots were already in. the 
hand* of the members, making the 
source and legality of Referendum D 
questionable. . „ . 

See Section 4, Article XV, National 
ContUHutlon. 

This vote shows one of two things, 
either the membership desires to be 
ruled autocratically, or they did not un- 
derstand the significance and purpose of 
the proposed constitutional amendments, 
which carried and are now the law. 

When we realise that the entire vote 
cast, for and against Referendum D. 
wax less than 9.000, and that with the 
present party membership it will require 
more than 10,000 to Institute party refer- 
endums. and more than 20,000 to secure 
a referendum to chknge the constitu- 
tion. It is evident that It will require a 
greater number' to start a referendum 
than It does to make that referendum a 
party law, showing how utterly absurd 
Is the present required per cent, as It 
will be simply Impossible for the mem- 
bership, with the means at Its disposal, 
to obtain the required number of names. 

Thus putting the party management 
out of the hands of the membership, as 
no referendums can be Instituted, ezoept 
by the National Committee at Its annual 
meetings, or by conventions; and the 
only function for the lay members to 
perform is to vote the party ticket If 
they have a chance, and to furnish the 
money to pay the bills Incurred by the 
National. Executive and Campaign 
Committees. Thus you see we are auto- 
cratically ruled by committees, which la 
not Socialism but despotism. 

Do you not think It high time that 
the Socialists praetlee democracy In. and 
perfect 
manner 

vote of . 

organic laws. Instead of less than nine 
per cent, aa was the ease In the vote on 
Referendum D, which now would require 
■JO per cent to Institute that referendum T 
When we have done this, we can con- 
scientiously crltlcUe and demand 
changes in the state and national con- 
stltutlon. and laws. ^ RAYMOND, 
State Organiser, Jaekaon, Miss. 



socialists practice aomocracy in, ana 
ict our own organisation. In such a 
ler that It will require a MAJORITY 
of the membership to change our 



which will demand of our government 
that if it ships or attempt to ship any 
kind or character of merchandise to any 
of the countries now at war directly or 
Indirectly, that our answer shall be a 
general strike, and with the general 
strike we will take over the machinery 
of production and distribution, together 
with all of the other means of life. 

No exception Is to be made to this, un- 
less It be humanitarian relief to tho 
women, children, old men and non-com- 
batants, who ean be segregated Into neu- 
tral sones under the supervision of the 
Red Cross Society of the world. 

Now, comrades, if It be found impos- 
sible to bring about the unity of the 
working class under the banner of war 
on war for humanity's sake, then I say 
let us um Individual Socialists pledge 
ourselves to die before we bear arms 
against our brothers with whom we have 
no quarrel. 

For our own protection and the future 
of democracy, we must drop our petty 
Jealousies, our bickerings over tactics. 
Let us be men of whom the revolution 
can be proud, net us forget our past 
differences and pledge our faith one to 
another under the folds of our dear red 
banner of liberty, to the end that capi- 
talism must die; that war must die; 
that hunger and want must die. and 
that men, women and children must live. 

Let our National Committee get busy 
at once on thia call. Let us begin at 
once to conserve our resources, and be- 
gin at once to atore foodstuffs, fuel, 
clothing, etc., against this hour of hell 
which is fast approaching thia country. 

The capitalist system is riding to Its 
fall In Europe, and with It goes every 
vestige of it In this country. The fall 
of nations and religions la at hand, and 
out of it will come the glorious Indus- 
trial commonwealth based upon economle 
Justice, eternal truth and the universal 
fraternal brotherhood of man. 

JESSE T. BRILLHART, 
Omaha, Neb. 



StJOOBBTS WOSttD OO 

The great war Is over the world, and 
how ean we atop It? It may be that 
those who do the lighting and faee tho 
real dangers of war believe In the equal 
power of governments and in equal lib- 
erty for the people. 

The organisation of a world govern- 
ment is true best way, I think, for tho 
equal power. No nation can suggest 
thia opinion In the world today except 
the United States. Why? Because she> 
Is still powerful, peaceful, and neutral, 
devoted and friendly with moat nations 
in the world. 

So this is the duty of the United 
States, but the motive power of tho 
affairs of the United States Is the So- 
cialist party, or the comrades In tho 
United States. This Is also the broad 
principle of Socialism. 

Let us advance this movement First, 
our comrades should meet and discuss 
this opinion (world government) In every 
Socialist branch In the country, and see 
if we can gain the majority. Second, If 
so. in the name of the Socialist party of 
the United States, request President 
Wilson and congressmen to entertain 
this matter. Third, to proclaim this 
opinion to the Socialist party of Europe 
and ask them to perform the same duty. 

But after the world government Is es- 
tablished the people will become more 
enlightened, and real freedom will be so 
promoted that the government will grad- 
ually become a friendly society of 
brethren anxious to help each other up- 
ward in every possible way. A free, edu- 
cated, prosperous people will not need to 
have a government to compel them to 
do what Is right. 

JANO OI WON. 
(A Chinese Socialist) 
Berkeley, Cel. 

Pails to Prove Cnargea.— Sergeant 
Tames N. Frisby, of the Clarksburg, 
W. Va., recruiting office, was 
charged by a J. G. Shaw with being 
"an agitator, disturber of the peace 
and a member of a «ang that persists 
in breaking city laws." Frisby is a 
Socialist He martialed his witnesses 
and when the charges were to be 
heard, Shaw quit, refusing to give his 
evidence, if he had any. 

To join the party today ia your 
highest duty to yourself, wife, chil- 
dren and fellowmen. 



Reading Notices. 

The American Socialist wiU re- 
ceive reading notices to be run as 
advertisementa in thia column at 
the rate of 10 cents an agate Km 
or 11-40 an Inch. 
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The American Socialist 

Dept. of Equipment and Repairs. 
Chicago, 111 
This is to notify you that there is a 
•snort circuit' - somewhere in the divi- 
sion of the Rio Grande and along tho 
"official" main line. This Incessant Jang- 
ling on the "party line" Is driving us 
craxy. Either send your expert lineman 
down there to see who haa his wires 
crossed, or tell the subscriber to hang 
his receiver back on the hook and "ring 
off." Dlng-a-llng. 

Yours for an Open Current. 

Z. M. DAVIS. 
West Haven, Conn. 
P. 8.— Don't bother now. I Just looked 
•>n the "reoatr Aheet" and find that the 
leak has been plugged 34 to 2, "and the 
k»«i»i.i> fnra me ssTlon and the sexton 



Comrades — If you are hav- 
ing any difficulty converting 
that friend of yours to Social- 
ism send ten cents and receive 
by return mail "Pacts," a 64 
page book, neatly bound, it 
will land him. 

It pleads. It convinces and 
ripe and snorts. Guaranteed 
to cure any case of ignorance 
from a bonehead to a college 
professor. 

Address Robert Westfall, 
367 Grand River Ave., 
Detroit, Mich. 
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A slew worthy aC tSe aasaa. Other 
svaaia as salt an tastes as* aoeaveta. 

THE COMMONWEALTH 
CO - OPERATIVE ASSN. 
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Send postal ret Illustrate* aliilsi 
deeertWng other hraads and setose 
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All profits revert to the SeataJtot 
rarty. 
lUfsresjse i_ ft B. 
lata State 



SOCIALISTS 



ooarr: 

aUBlfcVM. 

I think the gravest and most serious 
rr»p«nalblllty confronts the American 
s<vhtlist movement and with It the en- I 
tire working clsss, organised and un- ' 
organized, that has ever confronted any 
national movement, or Individual. In tho 
history of time. 

What do we And? Europe now en- 
gaged In a death struggle, out of which 



FREE COLORADO BUTCHERS 
OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

The 23 Colorado militiamen tried :or j will possibly "come the" reorganisation of 
murder on charge growing out of j upon an industrial basis. Out 

the burning of the Ludlow tent colony ; "\^ h e pr \ c £ ; erloan PocU „ at movement 
April 20. when 1J women and babies going to pro: 
were killed, have been found not 
guilty by the Xat mal Guard court 
martial, which finished its hearings 
May 20. 

The verdict ia a complete white- 
wash. 

Lieut. K. E. Linderfelt known as 
the "Butcher of Ludlow," got the 
thickest coat of whtewash. 

The verdict says that he was jar 
tified in breakfof: his rifle over the 
head of Louis Tikaa, Greek leader 
of the strikers' colony, who was 
killed while a prisoner of war, as 



James Fyler, secretary of the Ladtow 
nnioai. asd aa sakaowo atrikar. 



going to profit at the expense of the 
Kurupean movement? Or are we going 
■on in sn Indifferent way to our own 
destruction? 

Tho serious menace bow confronting 
us mu«t be met or wo shall rue It as 
our comrades over In hell have come to 
rue It. We must organise our forces 
and prepare for the Inevitable conflict 
which will eventually coma to this na- 
tion. We must follow the example of 
Italy and prepare at. once for the revo- 
lution; net afrer while, hat ne*?, now. 

Isaue a call right away for a unity 
eoaferenee of the re p r es satatlva of all 
cleaves of lahar. as* eapeetaNy so of the 
Social 1st Lahar party aad the I W, — 
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beautua) Pholo oflVAKL MARX 
lasf is. srsit. BARreis si t. v. siss 

Tbtw theta* ite in r««»tie*al •ruMwnt n4 
•oafct el lni*iiMl«a. 
RtMIMNDT ART STUDIO 
141 New Jersey Av*„ Brooklyn , N . V. 

Poniiin in Ct«»o». P*M*ll«,'aic mi tstcUlriei 




Old Age Pensions 

If intoraatoO write 
J. S. LEHMAN, HamooMt, Kaaoae 



Uea of Lahar. whleh will termlaate ta 
a MlMMe4 ahaiau ef laher that ess 
aoi win oary aap call ta araas ass) 



THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE 

An educational institution owned, controlled and directed bw tho 
working class. ' 
The workers cannot go to college. The college most come to them. 
Agitation arouses the people. Education givea then the power to 
secure their rights, 

ADVISORY BOARD BOARD OP 

S^lf"*^ 1 ^ Pedant _ ADMINISTRATION 

Marian Wharton, . Secretary C B. Hoffman, President 

8SSTi852stS-a tiftilgr™**"*^ 

h!Sa °~« * 

em M. Reynolds 
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BY ROBERT HUNtBR 

Hm Kejopsaa worker has learned by esperience that an 
mi e n e n d e n t labor party s a s rei se a an Ibmmmm power even wbta 
ll hi iihiwoi st r rs l y weak, Jnat aa a trade onion eserciaea a groat 
powor even wboa il ia cosBpaisiively weak. 

The OMre pr seance of a trada oaten la any ktdottry forces 
tko employs- to be fair to the moo. It stands there at • menace, 
and the employer reausea that any tyranny extortion, or op* 
p r es ei on on his part 1* certain to aid the pr o gr ess of tat union. 
- * Hey therefore, treats the trade unionist* with, xesperr. .far 
•4ear-«f -their powet ,*aad be lays himself out to please the non- 
jnjjoajsea, for fan/ JipnJtaHl may Join the onion. 

In almost ail the houewg and in many other trades the 
wages of the non-onionists are the same aa those of the trade 
on tophus. That Is not became the employers tro generous; it 
h> simply that no employer Iff A WELL ORGANIZED 
TRADE dares to boat down the wages of the unorganised. 

We see this fully recognised by such reactionary papers 
aa the New York Times, when it appeals to die employers to 
share profits with their man. to take them In aa stockholders, 
and to make the conditions of their work more pleasant, be* 
cause these sre the only ways of keeping them out of the unions, 
where they will wield a power of their own. An almost frantic 
appeal was made by the New York Times recently to the 
mine owners of Colorado to form a "benevolent union" among 
their employee and, through that union, to grant them certain 
concessions. In order to destroy the influence of the United 
Mine Workers. 

The power of the trade union, then, it ia shown not merely 
in the benefits gained by its own members; it also exercises a 
tremendous influence over the entire industrial life of the nation 
and protects and aids millions of non-unionists. It stands aa 
a menace to every (reedy capitalist and forces him to be fairer 
than he would otherwise dream of being. For this reason, 



every trade-onion leader declares, very properly, that the trade 
union la a bulwark against oppression and that every strike, 
whether lost or won, is a victory. 

If we tarn to politics, we find that political unionism ex* 
erdaea the same effect upon the political bosses. The Socialist 
party, even in America, where it ia the weakest comparatively 
of any country in the world, is already exercising a striking 
influence upon our public life.,. 

Like the trade union in die shop, it stands in politics ss a 
•«•».«*»<*< «^«M^'«*MetwwvMiKAr Aif«*4y *:v^*-*~t*nc*« 
to exercise considerable ingenuity in order to keep. the work* 
era from flocking to the Socialist party. 

President Roosevelt, President Taft, snd President Wilson 
have all emphasiied the necessity for passing certain laws in 
the interest of the workers, in order, ss one of them said, "to 
keep Socialism down." 

The Civic Federation has organised a great campaign for 
labor legislation snd workmen's compensation, in order to keep 
Socialism down. 

Governor Glynn of New York recently declared that it was 
only by such remedial measures ss workmen's compensation that 
the drift of Socialism could be stayed. These gentlemen hope 
that by making great concessions to labor they can keep labor 
tied to the capitalist parties, and thus prevent it from wielding 
an independent power of its own. 

There is not a politician in American today who does not 
realise that the capltslist parties must hereafter pass more labor 
legislation, keep more conscientiously their pledges, snd root 
out certain forms of political corruption if they expect to keep 
the Socialists from making headway. 

Even some anti-Socialists sre now sdvocsting the notions! 
ownership of the railroads and of the coal mines, the municipal 
ownership of public utilities, and much of the great socisl legis* 



Istion that has been recently passed In Europe, In order "to keep 
Socialism down.' 

How identical, then, are the effects of trade and political 
unionism! Trade unions gsin much through the fear of the em- 
ployer that the workers may all flock to the union. He knowa 
that if his employes once join the union, he will have to FIGHT 
WITH A FORCE THAT HE CANNOT CONTROL. AND 
DEAL WITH POWERFUL ELEMENTS- THAT CAN DE- 
MAND AND GAIN CONCESSIONS THROUGH THEIR IN 
PFrX^\XZ~£GU.'£Z.<*«**>i*K.'«. fetal itktY, a Js* 
ester, the employers are forced to make tolerable the conditions 
of labor. 

The ssme is true of politics. As soon ss the workers build 
up a reasonsbly strong Independent party, the political boss 
is in s quandary. If he ignores the wishes of Isbor, he knows 
thst he will develop the independent political power of the 
worker. He will force more snd more men into the politics! 
union. He will lose control of them, and ultimately they will 
destroy him. 

As soon as one million votes were cast for the Socialist 
condidates, the political parties changed their sttitude toward 
the working class. Every day now they becoming more friendly. 
They are listening to its demsnds ss never before. They sre 
even stealing portions of the Socialist program. They realise 
that if they do not make concessions now. THEY WILL 
HAVE TO FIGHT WITH A FORCE THAT THEY CAN* 
NOT CONTROL. AND DEAL WITH A PARTY THAT 
CAN DEMAND AND OBTAIN TREMENDOUS CONCES- 
SIONS THROUGH ITS OWN INDEPENDENT POWER. 

As evtry strike is, from a certain point of view, a victory, 
so every Socialist vote is from s certsin point of view a victory. 
As every new trsde-union member tends to incresse the inde- 
pendence, the self-reliance, and the power of the working class 



so every member of the Socislist psrty tends in the same) 
direction. 

Worn the New York Times ays to the employers, M If you 
do not mske concessions you will be forced to fsce more pow- 
erful trade unions"; snd when Mr. Roosevelt says to the capi- 
talists, "If you do not psss labor legislstion snd csrry out cer- 
tain socisl reforms you will face a great politicsl revolt of the 
workers and ultimately an avalanche of Socialism," tncy are 
both in fact saying the same thins. 

THAT THE ONLY UNFAILING METHOD OF FOUC 
ING EMPLOYERS TO TREAT THEIR MEN FAIRLY IS 
TO BUILD UP A POWERFUL TRADE-UNION MOVE- 
MENT. AND THE ONLY UNFAILING METHOD OF 
FORCING THE CAPITALIST PARTIES TO PASS HU* 
MANE LEGISLATION IS TO BUILD UP A POWERFUL 
POLITICAL UNION MOVEMENT. 

As soon ss the workers realiie thst only the independent 
trsde union and the independent politicsl psrty can force the 
opponents of Isbor to come to terms, will they not do all in 
their power to develop these two organizations of the working 
class? 

If every new trsde-union member and every new Socialist 
helps to bring better legislstion in the interest of Isbor, higher 
wsges snd shorter hours, why is not this the best, quickest 
and most effective way to accomplish all that Isbor desires? 

The argument of the Times snd of Mr. Roosevelt works 
both ways. They ssy that the only wsy of fighting the trsde 
unions and the Socialist party is to grsnt extensive socisl re- 
forms. And. if thst be true. THEN NOTHING IS MORE 
CERTAIN THAN THIS. THAT THE BEST WAY FOR 
THE WORKERS TO GET EXTENSIVE SOCIAL RE- 
FORMS IS TO STRENGTKLN WITH ALL THEIR EN- 
ERGY, INTELLECT AND POWER. BOTH THE TRADE 
UNIONS AND THE SOCIALIST PARTY. 



Executive Department 

Walt** ijutrsmsniK Secr etary 

■attonal xoraeottve OeraaUtteei 
Victor L. Bsmsa. ISO First 81. Mil- 
waukee. Wis. 
Urwis J. Duncan, Butts. Mont 
Aoolph asanas, I0S Farmer's Bank 

Bulldlns, Springfield. HL 
Jambs H. Mauus, llif N. Eleventh 
St., Read Ins, Pa. 

J. arm Wilson, Rldgs Road, Berks* 
ley. Csl. 

Address all communications to The 
Socialist Party, SOI W. Madison street, 
Chicago. Address sll mall to depart- 
ments and not to Individuals. Make 
remittances payable to the Socialist 
Parry. 



Official Business 



rsvorossn btavsosta* ooi 
ssonosr. 
By ystyaeea •* Oeegea. 

(1) Moved that tne Socialist party 
of the United States prepare to call a 
general strike an a protect, should the 
United States start to mobilise her 
troo&a for w«r. 

(!) That the National Office immedi- 
ately circularise all unions and other 
organisations opposed to war, aakln* 
them to co-operate with the Socialist 
psrty In Its effortsto prevent bloodshed. 
OOMMBSJT. 

It Is of the utmost importance that 
the Socialist party ac once organise all 
anti-war sentiment for Immediate use 
In preventing war. A general strike Is 
our most effective weapon, and must be 
called should other anti-war agitation 
fail. 



A SOCIALIST WEEK AND A SOCIALIST YEAR 

By JOSEPH E. COHEN 



xau wuTivn ooMxrrrn oo 

S sWOMBBSOB. 

Chicago. August IS. 1114. 
Dear Comrades: The following tele- 
gram has Just been received: 

•Trinidad. Colo.. August IS. 1*14. 
"To the National Executive Committee 
of the Socialist Party, care Walter 
Lanferslek. SOS W. Madison Street. 
Chicago. IIL 
"Comrades of America! Troops A of 
Trinidad and B of Walsenburg. Colo.. 
National Guard organisations, which 
massacred women and children at Lud- 
low, have reorganised to their full 
strength and are holding nightly meet- 
ings in their armories. Colonel Lockett 
commanding federal troops, states to 
eltisens that he will permit militiamen 
to parade through Trinidad streets. 
Federals will then leave. Cltlsens openly 
declare these preparations mean further 
bloodshed, ss company gunmen and 
Baldwin-Pelts detectives have been re* 
•nrolllns? In the militia here for the 

Kst week. These things being so, we 
delists of Las Animas County appeal 
to Rociallnts of America to take Im- 
mediate organised action to protect 
workers hers from repetition of Ludlow 
massacre, as authorities of state and 
nation are Impotent. Will you see the 
slaughter repeated without coming to 
our aid? This messsge sent to every 
state secretary and national secretary. 

Fraternally submitted. 

WALTER LANPBR81BK. 

Executive Secretary. 

Chicago. August IT. 1S14. 
Dear Comrades: I am Inclosing you 
herewith a communication from the 
Oeneral Correspondent of the Women's 
National Committee, which la a report 
of action taken by the Woman's Com- 
mittee oa the question of a meeting to 
be held concurrently with the next ses- 
sion of your committee. 
Kindly vote on the following: . 
QUKRT: Shall the Woman's National 
Committee meet concurrently with the 
nest pension of the National Executive 
Committee? 

Fraternally submitted. 
WALTRR LANFBRBIBK. 

Executive Secretary. 

August tS. 1S14. 

Dear Comrades: I submit herewith 
for vote of your committee the follow* 
lag motion by Berger: _ 

"That the National BxeeutlTe Com- 
mittee meet on Saturday. September 

Vote rinses September ». 

On Wilson's motion thst the >>tlonal 
Beetitlve Committee call upon all locals 
of the psrtv to hold mass meetings to 
protest against the arbitrary price of 
foodstuffs snd to demand thst Conaross 
establish food departments, x I beg to 
report an follows: _ _ 

VOTTNO TBS: Beiiier. Oermer. Dun- 
saa. Maurer. Wilson. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

On Oermer** motion, that the report 
of the Unity Committee be received and 
aetlen of committee approved, the vote 

\m *« f«.ttf»W»* 

VOTING TBS: Oermer, Berger. Man* 
^Cr? VOTING: Wilson. Motion ear- 



On sreeeatlve Question: ShaH the Na- 
tteaal Office nubtran the McNsbh srttele 
fas printed In The America* Socialist 
Aaoaet 1) as a leaflet, vote te ae fol- 

ta VOTTNG TBS: Wilson, Maurer. Oer* 

NOT varneet B araerr Motion ear* 

^beaWr- nVt^'/iniAls^mmatee 
wo have sent ont a letter to all locals 
of r*# nerty «*j»»lln*r t»»ei» «•» pas* 
reswlntlona demanding thst ths epvem- 
ment tnke over the poure*" of food 
s^rllenT end Inclosed In each letter see 
several pHnled resolutions ready to be 
sl«me4. We have received orders for 
1SS.se* of the twn.pm.re leaflet. "Starve 
tho War and Fee* Amertrs." and the 
•Tester part nf the recelnts of the 
Mtemtnra Department Is for sntl-war 

"Ww Sinn sent out a letter to an 
eeXHsH in the naj-tv. Iw\ud ta « "UJt 
•erretsrle*. n*tln»*n! committeemen sn<i 
soeti state committeemen an we could 
nSnr*. f -nm the flle* «/ the ynrlonn 
state reeretaH**. ar"e»Hna to them to 
So their atmont to rjart aettattnn 
?-»ln«t war In thHr vicinity, a ndthls 
lUtee won ate* sent to the editors of 

t*» torts-lit* an* Is hoe nrees. 

reontutte-n Introduced Mr rVnnradn 
wrt-rm. snd s*nnte*l hv your eentmWee. 
WW be bronent to the notice of the 
~ sMn In every ix w thto way. 
f^rntoenonjt/ ast hsMtfod. 
WAt/tF* t«SNFPJXjainsi. 



Because Europe is aflame with 
war. and because capitalist civil- 
isation ia being reduced to the 
barbaric elements it consists of, it 
falls to the lot of the Socialists of 
America to take up the work of 
enlightenment with special vigor 
and doubled enthusiasm. 

Such an opportunity never be- 
fore presented itself; such a duty 
never before waited to be dis- 
charged. 

All that capitalism could boast 
of ia turning to ashes. In the 
fire that makes or mars empires 
and world powers are not only 
the wealth of cities and the har- 
vest of country, but more than 
that, an avalanche of human flesh 
and an annihilation of human 
souls. 

It may not be the death rattle 
of capitalist exploitation and op- 
pression. But it certainly is a 
mortal wound. 

And as it happens with capi- 
talism in peace, atui more so does 
it happen in wararthat the mass- 
es of the people, the workers pay 
the price with their blood and 
their lives. And not only doee 
the dance of death Mister the 
hopes of those who snatch at the 
instiutions of capitalism ss wea- 

Cns with which to fight Social- 
d; it likewise scorches the pur- 
poses of the valiant army of the 
coming commonwealth of labor. 

America la yet free of the fire, 
and to the Socialist party of this 
country comes the responsibility 
of holding aloft the red flag that 
ia the remaining hope of human 
kind. 

All the toil, the travail and the 
sacrifice of the Socialists on this 
side of the water heretofore will 
be but child 'a play indeed if it has 
not made us the men and women 
to accept the present responsibil- 
ity and acquit ourselves well. 

And happy are we met with 
the week In September we have 
set aside for special propaganda. 
We could not have nit upon a 
better time bad we, and not capi- 
taliat fates, plunged the world In- 
to darkness that our light might 
shins all the brighter. . 

We have worked patiently in 
the trades unions to turn the rank 
and file away from the parties 
which betrayed them. Year by 
year more union cards have found 
company with the red cards of 



the Socialist party. One by one 
outworn officers, smeared with the 
stick of the fossilized policies, 
have been passed up and their 
places taken by vigorous minded 
men, facing the front of progress. 
We must enlarge our efforts until 
the whole trades union movement 
swings in line to the rising 
revolution. 

We have brought method and 
purpose to the student and the 
teacher in the university of learn- 
ing. More than enough of this 

!;ood work remains to be done be- 
ore the old superstitions are cov- 
ered by the new knowledge. 

We have put in many a stroke 
for woman 'a votes and woman'a 
advance. More whole-heartedly 
still must we shoulder the effort 
to carry that movement to the 
limits of full freedom. 

On street corner and cross roads, 
in shop and school, we must 
spread the spoken word. The 
points of agitation must multipy 
until the web of Socialism tints 
the whole land. 

Where we have bundled off our 
literature by the thousand, we 
must make it millions. In every 
home and hovel the printed word 
of Socialism must reach until 
the nation has thrown off the slav- 
ery of today for the freedom of 
tomorrow. 

Socialiata must appear in the 
next Congress to sound the de- 
mands of labor, to cry down the 
preparation for war that is war 
and destruction, and to call for 
the measures that will ease the 
lot of the masses who do the na- 
tion's work snd bring them the 
victories cf peace and plenty. 

Against the war funds of the 
capitalist nations, we are to pledge 
a Socialist peace fund. 

We are to build-up the circu- 
lation of our press, particularly 
our own organ. The American So- 
cialist, until it is the most power- 
ful paper in the land. 

All this we can do and will do 
if we -xe true to the cause to 
which we have dedicated our- 
selves. 

Europe is deep in darkness; 
America must light the wsy for 
humanity. 

This is the tssk snd test for So- 
cialism, for the men snd women 
of the Socialist party! 

Let us respond! 




Msy at Chicago, has performed the work 
assigned to It. and desires now to report 
ss follows: 

METHOD OF CONDUCTING 
CONFERENCE. 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Hill* 
quit resolution, the chairman of the sub- 
committee reaueated the state secretaries 
of the respective factions In the state of 
Wsshlngton to have a committee of 
seven delegates from eaeh faction to 
meet In conference with your committee 
to draft a new state constitution, and 
to decide upon a mode of electing new 
stste officials 

On June is, 1*14 the two delega- 
tions met In conference with your com- 
mittee at Seattle and continued In day 
and night sessions until June SI. At 
each and every session a full delega- 
tion of eaeh faction was present, alter- 
nates taking the place of regular dele- 
gates In case of the absence of the 
latter. 

Comrade 8. W. Motley of Idaho, the 
third member of your committee, was 
absent from all sessions. Ho wss noti- 
fied at two postofllce addressee of the 
time and place of the meeting. No word 
has been ss yet received from him as to 
the cause of Ms absence. Comrade N. 
A. Richardson acted as secretary of the 
conference and edited the new constitu- 
tion from day to day. The minutes of 
the secretary are herewith Sled la the 
Nstlonsl Ofllee. 

In opening the conference, the chair- 
man pointed oat that as far as possible, 
consistent with orderly procedure, sll 
delegates might present motions or *u*> 
gestlons and talk as long aa they wished 
and as often as they wished, until dif- 
ferences were eliminated, compromises 
conceded and final unanimity attained. 
We ruled that In case of a majority 
vote on Cay seetloa or motion, no alter- 
nate section for the vote of the member- 
ship would be entertained, and In case of 
a deadlock* your sub - co rn ml ttee was an- 

tne .National Elective Committee. 

We sre pleased to report that almost 
every section of the new constitution 
was adopted by unanimous vote. Oa 
some few paragraphs there was a divi- 
sion with clear majorities, and on only 
three motions wss there a deadlock. 

These three, with 'be corresponding 
decisions of your committee, are as fol- 
lows: 

1. Motion hy the •'ccoders that the 
state Bulletin be publlsbsd weekly la- 
stesd of monthly. Ths committee de- 
cided aealnst the motion. Inasmuch as It 
would possibly Involve an Increase In the 
state dues, and Inasmuch as the mem- 
bership of the state Is Mid to be almost 
unanimous in the desire to establish a 

Krty-owned state paper. It was thought 
st to defer action. 

t. Motion by the seceders that In con- 
troversies between locals In autonomous 
counties, members et-lanre shall not bo 
allowed to vote. The committee decided 
against (he motion aa aa Innovation In 

'"J?* MeUen*l>v the seceders that the 
Slate Bxseatlve Committee should moot 
every two m en t he lastead of ones 
asenta. foaling at any time ay 

safes of the msmkirs tkereor en 

the call of ens of Its members, or of the 
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derisions. It was moved by one faction 
and seconded by the other that the rul- 
ings of your committee should be the 
unanimous action of the conference. 
This was carried unantmoualy without 
debate. 

PROVISIONS OF THE ?fBW CON- 
STITUTION. 

Without cumbering this report with 
unnecessary detail of the provision of 
the new constitution, which is herewith 
laid before you In full, we may mention 
the following general features: 

1. Ample and complete provisions for 
entire control of the psrty by the mem- 
bership of the locals— Initiative, refer- 
endum, recall. ... 

S. The SUte Commlttoe, with the 
power to nominate the state secretary 
snd State Executive Committee. Is abol- 

3. The State Executive Committee Is 
shorn of Judicial powers, and entrusted 
with administrative powers only. 

4. The state secretary Is not granted 
specifically any right to offer objections 
or Interpretations of state referenduma. 

5. Judicial powers and party disci- 
pline are entrusted to the locals and 
membership. Ten members may Initiate 
inquiry Into breach of discipline on the 
part of any local. 

S. An annual state convention Is pro- 
vided for, with a fund for traveling ex- 
penses of delegates. 

7. Adequate provisions are made for 
compliance wnn ths state primary law. 
and for the maintenance of party control 
over the action of Its members. 
RRORO A NIZATION OF THE PARTY. 

The new constitution Is to be sub- 
mitted to the rank snd Ale of each fac- 
tion by the respective stste secretaries. 
Immediately upon Its ratification, the re- 
spective state secretaries Issue a call to 
the locale for nomination, for state sec- 
retary and State Executive Committee. 
A canvassing board consisting of the two 
state secretaries, and Golden of the reg- 
ulars, .<•>* -atRtert of- the s«ef4er*. jflmll ' 
rCTaitrir T*aWea>inffl'ffilm'. 
hers of each local of both factions must 
aci*ompany the vote, the locals to retsln 
the ballots. The new officials tske office 
within a week In the headquarters at 
Everett. All property of both factions 
Is to he turned over to the party In the 
reertectlve political subdivisions, and all 
authorised debts In the same are to be 
npoumed hy the recrgaalsed party. The 
scredcrs. having some 1 money In their 
treasury, dertded to send $104 to the na- 
tional treasury. The National Office In 
rei|'i»«»e,l to have the new constitution 
translated Into the Finnish language Im- 
mediately. 

When the ravel fell on the motion to 
adopt the new constitution as a whole 
nnd all action of the unity conference, 
there was tumultuous spplsu*e from all 
prexrr.t, delegates and visiting com- 
rades. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

Rsrrlng a few Incidental personalities, 
which were Immediately ruled out of or- 
der by the chair, the debates on all 
Issues were amiable la epirlt, and digni- 
fied In manner. No one unfamiliar with 
the ease would consider that these were 
contending factions of a split party. 
The d elega t es snowed, as a rale, marked 
restraint. 

We ntnst osmsUseent the state of 
WsJrtOncton far the devotion and ability 
of the ssesaaera of the respective nets* 
eattsa. Tear cassastttes was ^treated 



file, they are anxious to get down to 
work for Socialism. 

Washington Is a great and growing 
state. Seattle Is one of the Industrial 
and commercial gateways of the world. 
Kastern Wsshlngton Is Indeed an Inland 
empire. Over HO locals of the party arc 
now to be reorganised, to Inspire and 
direct the working class movement of 
this Krcat commonwealth. 

We dare not boast of the future of 
our party In Washington aa the result 
. .. inference. But we come away 
full of hlish hopes that the days :t fac- 
tional strife are over and the splendid 
rank and file of the state may now have 
an organic Instrument through which 
they may accomplish the giant task that 
the Socialist party of the nation has 
undertaken. 

We return full of hope that the work- 
ing class of Washington will now unite. 
They have nothing to lose but their 
chains, and a state to win. 

Respectfully submitted. 
J. 8T1TT WILSON. Chairman. 
N „ A L RJCHARDSON. Secretary. 
Sub-Committee of the National 
Committee. 

°- y.l n s f hoyck . "»«te secretary of 
Ohio, notifies the 'National Office of th« 
expulsion of W. F. Ries by Local To- 
'^•.'V. a . nd a8k " ,hat * notice of same be 
published In The American Socialist 



Woman's Department 



Wiwwib at. BaAWSTSTTaa Director 

This department has charge of pro- 
paganda and organisation among wom- 
en. Its purpose is to make Bodallats. 
unionists and Intelligent voters of wosa- 
snd to secure their active member* 
•hip In the Socialist Psrty. Address all 
communications to 

sonsUtt Vasty. Wesson's . 

S0| w. Madison St. Cnloago. 



omczAXi BTmxrxfsa. 

MOTION W. 

"That copies of the following petition 
be printed and dlatrlbuted among the 
various locals of the Socialist party, 
and that the National Woman's Commit- 
tee decide later on the date that theae 
petitions should be forwarded to the 
National Office, to be sent on from there 
to Washington." 



To l£ € .. Pr *£ la>nt * nd Congress of the 
United States: 

We the undersigned women, to whom 
the horrors of war abroad and the ef- 
fects of that war within our own bor- 
ders brings the greatest injury, appeal 
to you to at once take the following 
steps as the only certain means of in- 
suring the genuine neutrality of this 
country, shortening the duration of war 
and lessening Its evil effect* upon the 
homes of the United 8tetea: 

1. Stop all shipments of money or 
supplies to the warring nations. All sld 
sent to the war sone but prolongs the 
misery there and Increases It here. 
„» u# j**?. 1 :** of the necessaries 

?l . nfe «*. n ^ e ". t * M1 " n ! M,D H C means for 
their distribution to the people at the 
cost of production and handling. 

_ Monox? x. 

.u'v?.** •'"mediately after the vote of 
the W oman's Committee, If the ssme be 

1% h h- 1 £ a . , .? n ". ■""Mve Committee 
* h « N ««°nal Campaign Committee, 
! h JLL. tne "•essBsry funds may be ob- 
tained and Immediate action follow - 




WOMEN OP ALL CLASSES IN 
MONTANA SUFFRAGE FIGHT 
By Martha Edgerton Plassmann. 

Women of all classes and of all 
parties in Montana are in the fight 
for and against suffrage, snd the 
struggle grows more intense ss elec- 
tion approaches. 

The antis have not made much im- 
pression on the voters, except upon 
such ss arc anxious to maintain con- 
ditions as they arc. The liquor trust 
and women of the parasite class make 
up the majority ot these. 

Kate Devereux Blake and Mar 
garet Hinchey. have been speaking 
for the suffragists in the larger towns 
of the state. Margaret Hinchey is 
remarkably successful in her appeals 
to the working class, as she is of 
them, and has been in the thick of 
labor's battles. 

When the State Savings Bank of 
Butte went into the hands of a re- 
ceiver, the first week in August, it 
tied up not alone Socialist funds, but 
the campaign money of the suffrag- 
ists. It is not believed, however, thst 
this will prove to be a serious incon- 
venience, for genrrntt* donations are 
msde st every meeting. 

The suffragists, like the Progres- 
sives, sre sdopting Socislist methods 
of propaganda, and are holding street 
corner meetings — not from the de- 
spised soap box, however, but from 
the more aristocratic automobile. 

A merchants' association has been 
recently formed in Mi*<oula along the 
lines of. .merchants' rssociattonvthe'- 
wenwy >mfr' , to~cWf¥W*ifY 'tTRsin-*j 
stance was to offset a local bovcott] 
of certain firms, wh>h is sull *in j 
operation. 

It has been suRgeMcd thst these ! 
associations arc not chiefly for the ! 

Eurpose of instituting; the open shop. ' 
ut to hsrrsss the unions, and deplete 
their funds. 

The Missoula local of the Socialist 
party of Montana has been publish- 
ing for some time s ?>i-month!y So- 
cialist paper that will lie of great aid 
in the coming campaign, in presenting 
to the voters of Missoula County the 
farts regarding all questions vitally 
afferlins the cause of lahor. The cap- 
italist papers are already putting on 
the soft stop and will undoubtedly 
be run from now on, strictly in the 
interest of business. 

Make SsKcessfol Campaign.— F.thcl 
Lynn. Socislist candidate for secre- 
tary of state of California, is making 
a successful toar of thst stste. 

In ve stiga te 8tricka»nd Caasv— TV 
West Virginia Socialist party will 
make a report to I fie United Steles 
Commission on Industrial Refations 
concerning the tsnrwios of frag 
~ hi Qarfc|l>sjrt> 



HOW THE SOCIALISTS 

DO THINGS IN OKLAHOMA. 

Tin thousand persons were in at- 
tendance on the closing day of the 
Oiter Valley (Oklahoma) Socialist 
Kncampment, the best attended en- 
campment yet held in ,thc state. 
Among the speakers were Fred Holt, 
candidate for governor, State Secre- 
tary 11. M. Sinclair, Lewis J. Duncan, 
mayor of Butte, Mont., and liugenc 
V. Debs. 

"The encampment was also a finan- 
cial success," writes X. 1). I'ritchctt, 
chairman of the campaign commit- 
tee. "Wc exnect to use our money 
to put up a literature campaign hav- 
ing for its object the carrying of this 
legislative district in the November 
elections. 

"Our township nominees are as- 
sured of victory, as the two old par- 
ties fell asleep at the switch and we 
have no opposition. By a judicious 
use o: literature we will elect a county 
commissioner and send our nominee 
to the Legislature. 

"This is a farming community ex- 
clusively, the principal crop being cot- 
ton. Quite a bit of wheat was raised 
here the past year. About 97 per 
cent of the farms are occupied by 
renters and owners mortgaged for 
more than they can" ever pay. A 
great many of them have not yet paid 
their last year's taxes, which are oul 
of all proportion to the real value of 
the property, as a result o: old party 
inefficiency, graft and extravagance. 

"As part of our literature campaign 
we expect to make ten mailings, one 
each week beginning August 29, to 
1,000 carefully selected old party 
voters." 



THE SOCIALIST CAMPAIGN BOOK FOR 1914 

Wfll gin p up-to-date Information about 



Tug Socialist Movement 
Tk« Labor Movement 
Co-operation 
Exploitation 
Wages and Hour* 
Unemployment 
Child Labor 
Woman and Labor 
Industrial Accidents 
Poverty 



The High Cost of Living 
White Slavery 
Crime 

The Old Parties 
The Progressives 
Syndicalism 

Lioncentration or Wealth 

The 1 rust's 

Profits 

Socialists in Office 



and many other things of interest to Socialists 
and students — too many to mention. 

It has been compiled by the INFORMATION 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY 
and ia the most complete reference book of that 
character that has ever been published. 

Bound in flexible cloth, 350 pages. 

50 CENTS A COPY. 



Socislist Vote Grows.— "Gro 
Socialist vote here gives promi« 
election of several comrades this 
writes George Ti. Boomer, editf 
the Peninsula Free Press, Port 
gclcs, Washington. 



25 copies, $ 7.50 (prepaid) 
100 copies, $25.00 (f.o.b. Chi.) 



5 copies, $2.00 (prepaid) 
12 copies, $4.00 (prepaid) 

ONE COPY FREE WITH A LIST OP 12 SUBSCRIBERS 
FOR THIS PAPER AT 25 CENTS EACH. 



To join the party today is ' ■ j%. 
highest duty to yourself, wife, oi 1 
dren and fellowmen. 



Addresae-NATIONAL OFFICE, SOCIALIST PARTY. 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 
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I HAVE HELPED tlKraaands of other men to attain 
success, and I will do it for yon. If you are plodding 
along in a dull rut, I can twrely and absolutely show 
yon the way out. as thousands of others will gladly 
testify I have done for them. Will you let me help 
you? I CAN positively help you to be the 
successful man you want to be. I can help 
you to be the masterful Socialist you want 
to be. It costs nothing to read and learn 
for yourself. Do it— -for your own sake. 



,K,K U # «an»***W»Mi 
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LAW 

f s YOUR Opportunity 



The successful man is the legally-trained man. 

The influential Socialist is the legally-trained 

Socialist I will help you because I willtram you to go out and fight life's battles. 
I will bring a legal training to you— at your nome— by mail— for a few cents a day. 

Think of It I A few cents a day! What possibilities loom 
up before you! Man, man. do you realise what this means to 
you? A legal education means capital. It is the very foun- 
dation of success. The legally-trained man wins. In business 
— m politics— in society he i* the leader Nothing trains a 
man to think so quickly— to reason so logically, to be system- 
atic, forceful and dominant— as the law. 

Judge Gary, head of the U. & Steel Corporation, ia an 
example of legal training in business. Joseph H. Defrees, 
President of the Chicago Association of Commerce, forged 
ahead as a business man because he knew law. President 



Woodrow Wilson trained hie mind 
by the reading of law. Abraham Lincoln 
rose to undying feme from the study of law 
—at home, alone Eugene V. Debs and Garence 
Darrow are examples of legally-trained Socialists. 

Vosj, too, can rise to a position of power and p rest ig e. 
Yost can become a leader in your chosen field. Yos) 
can be a masterful Socialist if you want to be. A 
legel training is the strongest preparation for business 
or political success, and it is the broadest, shortest road 
to fame and fortune. 



f Now Personally Offer You the Greatest 
Educational Opportunity Ever Conceived 



t base personally planned a way to make a thurujuik kv«I • 
education possible for every man who will write me or send me 
the coupon below. Do not make any plans for your future until 
you know all about this new, remarkable, spoelal off or. No 
other institution ever offered you, ever could offer you, the won* 
derful opportunity to commence Immediately to get ahead, 
that I offer to you, so send the coupon today— before it is too late. 

This is a strictly limited offer and may be withdrawn at 

% moment, so send the coupon today. 
>e American Corresp on d en c e School of Law was established 



in infant* v w the -»kic«t, -Urges* and stroniicsl IfomeiSrudy 
Law School in the World. Thousands of successful men gut 
their start from this School. You can as surely get your 
start — but more than that, by my personal offer, I will 
make it so easy for ycu that you cannot afford to let tbc 
chance slip. Jct idc now to learn Law. Our complete 
Home Study Law Course is not abbreviated or condensed. 
It ts thorough *r<l rxmplitr. Known as the Nation's Famous Home 
Study I-iw Con: - It i » v» ritti-n t» you r.in understand it. He ena o lal 
edusatien r«nuir*e. Our »v«cm combine* the Text Book. Case snd 
Lecture methods of instruction s^me as the big resident universities. 
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Send the Coupon— Get This Offer 

Now before if a too late tear off th..* coupon and mail it (or full particular*, sent free When 
you know Law. there will be no li-rnt i > >nur chance* i>>r advancement. N<> matter who you 
are, or what y<>ur occupation or previous i«lucatinn may he. you can now I aim law naakif and 
smSj at hom<- during \'iur spare time. Y--i can tars while you ham. You on win Success, 
Power and WValth. Y»ucan become Kvai.y famed Our simplified method nukes Law 
easy. Mike up! «iet ahead! lie somebody! You can do it and I wii help you. 
Investigate 1 Get the facts. You ran art ahead ju« as quick as anyone i( ynn vrasp yew 
pportunity- if you know Law. Just fill in the coupon and mail it today— NOW I will 

Free, without obligation to you, snd also our bis 



opportunity-- 1 
sfrdly icr.J yo 



you full particulars aL 

page hook on "How to Learn 
- ,r Tells vou alt about the ^ 
ful opportunities that ~W 
Ltlwlrgalty trains* ^ft 
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THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST 



100,000 Subs 

By January 1, 1915 
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Plan to Plunder American People to Prepare for War 



we have «**Med g5••■ , • 

that ws have use la*s i eeeee eat esesu- 
Bally WS seestve letters /reus •5 B SS 

"^SiSito to BoeUltot wecfc VMS 
■Mkmmwtrmtiir Immh out mm* 

Utioa of omr wnr. Wa must ateWisusa 




Trvly the SloeiaUst ■wiwM 
aar as ths savtow of the wont. 

6omra4.ee, emt eat the smbseftptleB 
blaak below aai ft busy. 

a tew (mmim have 

lar whether they eaa> bay few 

at tfl SaUtS MWl M« MB« the* IB OSS 

*\>emu%. 7oa cam. -Us* Ifyou 
sab cards at t5 eeats each tbtoj iWbi 
yea m macb to a Osmpaigu « 
ron Mat la a list of II subscribers. 

TOVB X.OCAX. miXT. 

The lint of locals that have rierlited to 
M»n<l Thr American Hoclallat for 40 
»«-.k* to Hit im-w m*tnt*era has Increased 
woiit.rfiillv w-fll t hlH woek. To all of 
tlie-u »■•■ are simhIIiiK American Socialist 
HtHnil'H fur tlu-lr n> w tnimlirrs. 

Il.i<> In the list. Kef tlint your local 
ih:k In on the plan next week: 

Twent v-slxth Asscnil.ly District. New 
York «'lty. 

Hr.u..ii N'<> 1. I'Hrolt. Mich. 

I.«n-nl Nt u l.ur«!t, N Y. 

I.ncil Slmmcik'n. I'll 

I iihI Wiinl. '.Vorlli Itra'lilock. I*a. 

I.ocrd Salem. < >r<\ 



ROLL OF HONOR 

<• S. I>u<Iim-..ii. Marlon, ltul.. appears 
tin* wi'i-h uilh a 11 -t of Si- 
ll S. An<lr'tt«, i:orh«'Kter. N. Y.. ami 
W'illli.m I'.ncf. of the Kiime city, follow 
:«!'i. i ti i m with Unix of the same noml>er. 

AIH.- I'Mily. rhoetils. Arli, appears on 
the Kcene this week with a llttt of H. 

A. I Totten. Alliance. Ohio, semis In a 
MM -if i;. She .<s>s: "Those were.se> 
. in ••.! the result of a flve-mln<lte talk 
.it the close of a regular pi opattumla 
„.|.lr« -x The name t-ftort a few days hko 
In ilnhhnril. Ohio, sei-uretl 13 trial sul>- 
HoriiitloiiH. These were turne.l over to 
the local secretary, and have prohahly 
reached >>"• by now. My method I* to 
I'HSi Mnall hluiik ciirdM tliroUKh the au- 
ilii'iiee aii'l then collect them with the 
n.itncM written on. accompanied hy the 
• litneH. TIiIm looks to tie a Kooil way to 
K<t that . r iM.<Mitl IT you could pass It on 
1. 1 the a^ltatom over the countiy." I'er- 
hai>M the comrades may profit Mont this 

HIIKKCStlon. 

•If every Hoclnltrft will put live names 
on The American Socialist list we will 
Hprend the gospel of Socialism and It 
won't be Iohr until capitalism will fall." 
- "4*imrles Sims. < Ml f ton. Kans. 

• >. K. KIiik. Indianapolis, Ind.. writes 
the i°oll->wlni;: "While I am not secur> 
Iiik Niihs to The American Socialist as 
fa.*! us I would like to. I expect to keep 
nt it so as to l>e one of the comrades 
who will he aide tu help reach the 60,000 
inarK hy Junuiry Look for ma again." 
We are watchlntc for him and we are 
sine that he menus business, for his 
name Is on our "Hustlers' List." 

W A. I'arlton, foncord. N. C, puts 19 
na,:i« < on our mallliiK list thi.4 week. 

"I cannot praise your efforts In behalf 
of a party-owned press too highly. A 
new era In Socialist Journalism Is at 
hand." — Tims. Cornell. St. Louis. Mo. 

IM Henry, Indianapolis. Ind., solicits 
IK comrades for their subscriptions to 
•nir paper. 

A. \V. Anderson. Colorado Springs. 
Colo., sends In 16 also. 

.1. A. I'hllllps. St. LouU. Mo., sends In 
a list of 13. 

"The American Socialist Is splendid, 
and I hope It will in the near future 
come to be a 32-paKe co-operst! vely- 
..wind paper"- O. YV. Tanner, Bradford, 
Ark. 

• | am very highly pleased with our 
new paper and will i*peak u good word 
r<>i it and give It a lift whenever I can. 
I have hopes of seelntt it some day one 
<>f the most powerful political papers In 
the rnited States."- -H. A. Davidson. 
Hlwasse. Ark. 

Heorae liable. Wllliston, X. IV. com- 
pliments us on our war issue and at 
the same time send.* In a list of i:\ 

A. 1> Nelson. Cibola. Arts., gets a copy 
of the Campaign Hook of 1914 as a 
premium for 12 suba. 

Itev. L. It. Itoblnson. Chattanooga. 
Tenn.. opens the eyes of the members 
..f his church by sending Th* American 
Socialist to alt of them. 

"Long live The American Socialist.' 
los. it. Orugan, Lock Haven, I'a. 

The following comrades send In Hats 

of ]ll 

John Kromhols. Cleveland. Ohio. 
J. W. Jo«ltn. Knld, Okla. 
Max Crualous. Milwaukee. Wis. 
C. II. Caason. Falrhope Ala. 
Ellen Persona. Chicago 111. 



Militarism Is 
Given Life by 
Europe's War 



The United State* U latin •Mum' 

IIIK a waittav *Ui.u««c Hi wcmWW 

U'c ca;>it»li»t prctt U ajtarting a pre* 
conrcivcl jinejo campaign that all 
lovcrt of peace should exert every 
energy to combat. 

Through its Washington Bureau 
The American Socialist is informed 
that the forces of militarism are more 
active than ever in the nation's 
capital. 

Taking a new lease of life from the 
inspiration of the European war, the 
militarist movement in the United 
States is preparing to ask Congress 
at the next session for six battleships 
instead of two, for bigger coast de- 
fense appropriations, and for millions 
in money and authorisations to en- 
large the military forces of the na- 
tion. It is orobable that the per 
capita cost of war, which today has 
reached the sum o? 14.10, will within 
two years and as a result of the con- 
flict across the Atlantic easily double 
itself. 

Peace Movements Retire. 

Kvery peace movement in the 
I'nitcd States except the labor, suf- 
frage and Socialist movements retired 
tu the rear when the sound of firing 
lifuan, and the indications are that 
the "Peace Trust," dominated by 
CarncRic and the manufacturers of war 
munitions and exploiters of labor, will 
make little opposition to an advanced 
militaristic proRram. President Wil- 
son, who has suffered politically at 
the hands of the war interests because 
of his refusal to go into Mexico, is 
believed to lie in sympathy with the 
policy of full preparedness. 

Whatever the outcome of the 
Fttropcan conflict, it is certain that 
( impress will order more battleships 
the ground that our commerce, 
abnormally revived as a result of the 
paralysis of Kuropcan trade, must 
have 'protection. In the event of the 
stablishment of a government-owned 
merchant marine, or a government-en-, 
cotiraged but privately owned mer- 
chant marine, the militarists argue 
that it will be necessary to take steps 
to police trade route - with battleships 
to preserve neutrality and to "keep 
the peace on the high seas." Every- 
one knows, or course, that a battle- 
ship i» a better instrument for keep- 
ine the pence than an unarttmred 
freight vessel. 

Old Parties Will Help. 

The United States, according to 
authorities of the War Department, 
has the finest system of coast and 
harbor defenses in the world. The 
militarists are planning to demand 
that Congress maintain this standard 
o ; efficiency and appropriate enough 
money to protect every mile of water 
line and make the seashore from 
Maine around to Oregon bristle with 
hidden guns. It is assumed that Con- 
gress will respond to this demand 
with great readiness. No matter 
which of the old parties controls the 
House and the Senate, the appropria- 
tions will undoubtedly be forthcom- 
ing. 

The only obstacle which t*» mili- 
tarists see to the success of their 
schemes for launching the United 
States on a policy of renewed war 
extravagance is the opposition of the 
labor movement. This opposition, 
however, they deem weak, and are 
proceeding on the theory that with 
skillful press work thev can break It 
down entirely or modify it to such 
a decree as to render it negligible. 



Would Elect Senator.— Socialists at 
Oarkshure. W. Va., who have had a 
free speech fight on their hands for 
some time, are massing their forces 
in an effort to send A. Leman Knight 
to the state Senate. 

Concentrate Force* in Kansas.— 

Kansas Socialists have decided to 
concentrate their efforts in the third 
congressional district in an effort to 
send T.. F. Fuller to Congress. It is 
declared there are good prospects of 
success. At this early date plans are 
bcim* made for propaganda and or 
ganiratton work after election. 

Socialist way at Pair.— One o» the 

indications showing the strength of 
the Oklahoma Socialists is the fact 
that the Beckham Conntv Fair Asso 
nation has set aside September 17. 
at the cottntv fair to be held at Elk 
City, as Socialist Day. This is in the 
Seventh Congresional District, which 
the Socialists are planning to carry 
in November. 



STARVE WAR! FEED AMERICA! 

* + ** ***# **** 

ENGLAND, TOO. EMBRACING SOCIALISM! 
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should be borne in mind: First, no 
nation prodncing foodstuffs will care 
to ship its prod nets to any of the 
warring nations, as such products 
might be declared contraband of war 
and be Table to seixare by oae or tto 
other of the belligerents. Therefore, 
all nations now prodncing foodetafs 
most look to Aaterica for a market 
for their products. 
Second. America produces within 

SMM *4B^sUaaaaMrUfc^Sta^«CeVaaafc%aB 

supply all its aeeda every year on all 
important foodstuffs except suaM*,* 
rice, tea, coffee aad vegetables. Bat 
ia ever/ case these can be amply 
supplied by other countries not in- 
volved in the war aad who cannot 
ship them elsewhere than to us. 

So the "shortage" talk doesn't go. 

The sudden upheaval of prices is 
another clear case of a deliberate 
holdup of our people by the big gans 
of plutocracy. 



The reeerai ccwnuaeieu en ineasanai 
natation* wUl shortly aend out anin- 
veetltator to run dowugbe eJace etr«a> 
Bte In rural districts. Tbay have atkef 
us to sseur* for them oases of lejattord 
oppression In rural dtotrleta, pc>rt1eelar*> 
If instsaces of taunt uprtefnfe or ua> 
gst evletlons of teaanta by IsJMieTis. 



rs Is sn opportunity for us to help 
throw light on the problem of prob- 
lems In farm lif* today. Do yon know 
of such eases t If so, the Information 
Department would appreciate dc tn lto 
accounts of them. 



opening for a Boeiallst 
Insrd, Minn. Inqulrere 
~ «r BuUd- 



Thare Is an 
lawyer in Dralnard, 

rilease addrass Columbia Theater 
ng, Brainerd, atlaa. 



Questions and Answers 



ALL ENGLAND IS SOCIALIST TO-DAY I 

" Wksa UN) Ot*M wai tUa-Sw smU • atlst mssM at I" 
" Wtaa tat Drrll mm aral-tas 4m* t «lst mm ha - - 



(Editor's Note.— Here is the 
story of what it taking place in 
Great Britain. Does the Ameri- 
can working class intend to lag 
behind?) 

BY WILL DYSON. 
(In the Daily Herald, London.) 

Nor need this war be an ir- 
remediable disaster for Socialism. 

Here in England it may well 
awaken a sense of the fact that 
all our industrial str^o-i are 
national services. !r is open So- 
cialists to preach uuenriingly that 
what we can do hurriedly in war 
time we can do infinitely bet'.er 
in the leisure of peace.' Paced 
with the terror of war the impos- 
sible happened, and our railways 
were nationalised in ten minutes. 
The whole of England ia Social- 
ist today— there would be little 
opposition to the socialisation of 
all our services. Confronted with 
an emergency the country admits 
the theory and embraces the 



practice of Socialism; it remains 
with us to show that to the bulk 
of ua that emergency, ia another 
form, ia ever with us. The peril 
of the nation today is the work- 
er's peril all days. 

The necessity for eliminating 
the profiteer and the food specu- 
lator is aa great 1* peace as in 
war. Profit at the expense of the 
community, or of sections of the 
community, is anti-national in 
either case. To deny' it is to af- 
firm oat this particular frta of 
robbery ia one of the arts of 
peace. And since 4t does flourish 
in peace and, in some of its mani- 
festations, ia being discouraged 
in time of war, one may be for- 
given the suspicion that the 
morality of war time ia a little 
better than that of peace time. 

It ia our duty to encourage the 
Englishman to carry over into 
peace time the semblance of that 
communal sense into which the 
war bogey has frightened him. 



BfilUoms fee Bsfnlattoa That 
Baeralate. 

Q. What does It cost our coveremsnt 
to roxulate the big monopoliser 

A. The Interstate Commerce Commts* 
alon coats us now ll.ST4.M7 a year. 
Every state has a state commission of 
Its own. basldet. Tha Wisconsin Rail- 
road Commission eosts that state ftOO,- 
ooo a year. "New York pays about 
I1.I0U.000 a year. Practically all of tha 
48 states now have railroad commissions. 
The total cost of those state commissions 
cannot b« leas than IS.000.000 annually. 
This makes a total of I7.7S4.000 paid out 
by tha state and national governments 
for commissions alona on oae bis; trust — 
the rallroaila. And this does not Include 
all tha Interminable legal expenses, tha 
courts, attorneys, witnesses and a thou- 
sand other expenses of which we have no 
account. 

What It coats our government for all 
the prosecutions of ths oil trust, ths 
meat trust and the others, we have no 
means of telling at present. But It must 
mount Into the millions. 

Toting ICashiaes. 

Q. Kindly civs me what Information 
you may have on hand aa to votinr ma- 
chines. Where are they manufactured 
and what do they costt What has bean 
their affect when put In general use? 

A. In our Judgment, the voting ma- 
chine la a very effective device. It has 
been used in Milwaukee for years, with 
satisfaction, wo understand. It Is manu- 
factured by the Empire Voting Machine 
Company, Jamestown, N. Y„ and costs 
M00 f. o. b. Jamestown. 

•Bsproecntatlon of Saea VelHssal vatty 
to Ooaw r ass. 

Q. I should be pleased to know the 
political affiliations of the members of 
the present Congress. 

-A. The preaent Congress is made up 

as follows: 

Senate House 

Itepuhllcana 51 H7 

Democrats 44 ISO 

Progressives 1 a 

Independents - e 



INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 



Varposa— To collect, claaslfy and make available all data and Information 
on economic, political and social problems. To assist elected officials with 
such Information aa they may need In the discharge of their duties. 

Address all communications to Baslslige S-arty tafermatloa Beye«tBasnt, 
SOS Wast Madison Street. Chicago, 



NO SHORTAGE OF FOOD SUPPLIES 



The sudden upheaval of prices 
since the opening of the European 
war has aroused everybody. En- 
raged citizens everywhere are ask- 
ing why there should be such a seri- 
ous and sudden forcing up of prices. 
The food lords say that it is be- 
cause of a shortage in the food 
supply. 

Such an excuse is absolutely with- 



Socialist Week Subscription Blank 

American Socialist, 803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111.: 

I inclose $ .for which please send The American Socialist to the following Comrades 
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out foundation, as the following facts 
will show. 

The United States exports annually 
32,000,000 bushels of wheat. And 
this year the crop j* said to be 
greater than ever. So there can be 
no shortage there. As a matter of 
fact there is a surplus. 

The United States exports 11, 
2S8.030 barrels of flour and imports 
none. Therefore there is no short- 
age ot flour. 

We export 63,533,483 bushels of 
corn. No shortage there. We export 
6,374,388 pounds of butter and 13, 
701,176 pounds of cheese.' No short 
age there. 

Our cotton exports exceed our cot 
ton imports by 8,707308 bales. No 
shortage there. 

The crop of wool last year was 
4J8,444.0°5 pounds. And wc used only 
450,000,000 pounds. So there is no 
shortage there. 

But sugar! ah. there's the shortage! 

Sugar is king in this upheaval of 
prices. It has advanced «n per cent. 
And the food lords say it is because of 
the terrlffic demand and the lack of 
supply, in other words, the "short* 
age" again- But the farts are against 
tkent again. They do pot mm 
rae«y. 

Pacta Against infer Barons. 

Wc consumed 7,000,000,000 pounds 
of sugar in 1911. Three billion seven 
hundred million pounds of this, it is 
true, we bad to import from outside of 
our own possessions. So, then, we 
shatlpresumably want about 3,700,- 
000,000 pounds this year. But Cubi 
alone produces and exports 3J00.000, 
000 pounds, and, on account of the 
danger due to the international com- 
plications and the contraband of war, 
the most of it will ccme to America. 
And besides, there are several South 
American republics producing vast 
quantities of sugar. So there is no 
real shortage there. 

And as for the alleged shortage in 
meats, it is •nongh to say that in 
191 1 we had $133,000300 worth more 
than we coald use. There is no 
likelihood that the surplus has de- 
creased to any such extent as that. 

So. then, the attempt of the food 
lords to justify their holdup gsme 
on the plea of a "shortage" falls to 
the ground. 

■In this connection, two things 
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Charles A.^iore* a a-arty 
Q. Will you please tell me If Charles 
Moyer. president of the Western Fed- 
eration of Miners, is a member of the 
Socialist party? 

A. Comrade- Emma p. Langdon, state 
secrttary of the Socialist party of Colo- 
rado, writes as follows: "-I am proud to 
Inform you that Comrade Moyer is a 
member of the aame ward branch that I 
hold my membership In, and hla card 
Hhowa n continuous good standing mem- 
t>er.»hlp since IS0J. This Is the Second 
w ard branch of Local Denver County." 

NEW CABINET IN PRANCE 
CONTAINS TWO SOCIALISTS, 

"If it concerned only ordinary par- 
ticipation in a bourgeois government 
our consent would not have been ob- 
tained. But it concerns the future of 
the nation and the life of France 
and the Socialist , party has not 
hesitated." 

With this declaration the French 
Socialist party acquiesces in the ap 
pointment to the reorganised French 
cabinet of Jules Guesde and Marcel 
Sembat, two of the best known of 
French Socialists. Geusde is a cabi 
net member without portfolio, while 
Sembat is holding the position of 
minister of public works. 

The new French cabinet contains 
the three renegade Socialists. Rene 
Viciani. Alexandre Millerand and 
Aristide Brianfl. The cabinet was or 
ganixed by Viviani which thus places 
an ex-Socialist at the head of the 
French government 

The question of Socialists accept 



ing positions in the cabinets of capi 
talist governments was fought out a< 
the Amsterdam meeting of the In- 
ternational Socialist Congress in 1904, 
with the Congress voicing its opposi- 
tion to such tactics. It was followin 
this Congress that Viviani, Milleran 
and Briand were ousted from the 
French Socialist party. 

"International solidarity does not 
exclude the right of one nation to 
defend itself against a government 
traitor to the peace of Europe," said 
Guesde in accepting the cabinet port- 
folio, which he did on the groand that 
the Socialist party must Join the 
other parties in the national defense. 

London Justice, organ of the British 
Socialist party, in replying to the 
London Tfaneai which tries to argue 
that the fiofoi-ean war 'say ohJto* 
ated the class war, says: 1 ae 
Times seeks to paeue- ^kat4ha present 
European war has obliterated the 
class war. Prance has 'a Socialist at 
the head of her government, Herve 
wishes to join the colors, and Vender- 
velde has became a member of the 
Belgian cabinet 

It is by such supertkial clap-trap 
that the Times, under its present 
ownership, seeks to brash aside the 
class straggle, which the class it rep- 
resents fears much more, than the hor- 
rible straggle in which the greater 
part of Europe is now engaged. 

Viviani is an ex-Socialist: Herve 
has never been anything but a per 
fectly honest bat undisciplined free 
lance; Vandervelde is unquestionably 
taking part in a ministry of national 
defence against the Prussian violation 
of Belgian neutrality, a coarse justi- 
fied under the decisions of all recent 
International Socialist Congresses. No 
one knows yet at all what has hap- 
pened to our comrades in Germany. 

The class straggle is for the mo- 
ment overshadowed by European war, 
hut it is still here. 
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You Must Read This Book! 
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Ha sjnsji hi# era* dajjiaJutdl tha tomtraf sea natal ag*u% 
more tfuWtitx, 

There ia no attempt at Oaguise or ambalrailmieait. Job* «Jg» 
coldf Mind truth, which ia mora dtwnatJc than flrlfirftj 

WUhakn Lamaaua ptonrea war aa it ia--« htanan s^sagaUaa* 
so terrible that whole ragimants go inaana and twldlara of tha 
same regiment fall upon each other and daatroy ench e t h a r. 

The Mle of thii book wai prohibited in tht Otnuus 
empire by order of the kiiier; neverttoleM. over 
100,000 copiei were sold in leu thaa three lumthf. 

Read this book and find out what war tmBy is. 

Goth Bound, 60c Postage Paid 

Fraa with a list of 12 subscribera at 25 cants each for thie paper. 

Address: NATIONAL OFFICE, SOCIALIST PAITY 

M» W. MwBsoo St, Chicago, HL 



The Ragged 

Trousered 

Philanthropists 

By ROBE.RT TRESSALL 

Not since Upton Sinclair electrified tha world with Tha 
Jungle" has such a novel been written. 

In fact wa have no hesitancy in saying that this book ia 
greater than "The Jungle." 

~" Robert Tressall is probably tha first man who aver suc- 
ceeded in weaving Socialism into a novel in such a manner 
that it becomes part of tha story and doea not bora tha reader. 

What is especially remarkable ia that the man who wrote 
this book, which competent critics have pronounced equal to 
the beat work of Tolstoi and Gorky, was "a common working- 
man,'* a sign painter by trade. 

Robert Tressall is no more. Soon after writing this book, 
ha died of tuberculosis. His book will live forever. 

Cloth, $1.40 ^5*8. 

Address National Office, Socialist Party, 803 W. Madison St, 
Chicago, Illmois. 



The set assafkaa Seek el tcessllet fvcaedaaea Tat Fehllshii 

Doing Us Good and Plenty 

By CHAt LEA EDWARD RUSSXLL 

Russell is with good reason the most popular American So- 
cialist writer today. A life-time as newspaper man and maga- 
zine writer gives him a knowledge of American conditions that 
few can equal. With this he has a vivid style, a firm grasp of 
the principles of Socialism, and a single-hearted devotion to the 
cause of the Revolution. His message carries conviction be- 
cause it is a vital part of himself. 

This new book is addressed to the ordinary American who 
has a vague sense that something is wrong but does not under- 
stand. Doing Us Good and Plenty writ make him understand— 
will show that the time for reforms is past and the time for 
revolution is here. The chapters are: 

I. Current Styles in Oovernmental Bunk. 
IX When Worttngmen Seek to Better Their Con- 
dition. 

m. Civil War in Colorado. 

IV. A Startling Detonation in High Quarters About 

the Trusts. 
V. The Grand Old Sport of Trust Busting. 
VI. For Ounehres or For the Enemy. 

VII. The Uneonsumed Surplus and What It Mesas 
to the World. 

V I II, The Path to Pesos. 

READY SEPT. 15th. Place Your Order Now 

Cloth Binding, uniform with our Library of Socialist Clossics, to 
cents. To stockholders, by mail, 30 cents; by express, at purchaser's 
expense, 25 cents. 

Paper Covered Edition, 2S centa; to stockholders and Socialist Lo- 
cals, by mail, IS cents; by express, at purchaser's expense, 12yi cents, 
A hundred copies to one address, by express, charges collect, $10.00. 
Address 

CHARLES H. KERR <t CO., Publishers 

US West Patio Street. Chicago 




nave sJeoasaUsket tastr seat weefc^a 
teaetu^e their m ssa a sra hew to tebate 
aaata atv^ag tlssas praeUsal eipetisass 



Debate Is the 
eaearejsse. aeoarate 
sros4*mlaSe4aess are 

easuraaee to g atu si . 

aula to aaake year plea with ease and to 
faee your audi ess as without rear. Great- 
er and sacra aseurata kaswla^fge la se- 
cures in the study of debated euhJeete, 
Bi>aad>Mla4adaess to developed hy study- 
lag your oa p oaoat'e aide of the argument 
ant thus learalag to get ether people's 
views. 

Leagues should, if p Seattle, have de- 
hates at toast twtee a saeath. Debating 
la Invaluable training la eeveispiag 
speakers aad dabsters who shall e sssms 
powerful In our legislative haUa In the 
future. 

Some susjeets which nught 
aa tepiee for debate are: 



Oaatgasatai 

SSfl 

s*5h KrudntV 



"Not Gutty."— Indian 
aaoplis Socialists arrested for speak- 
ing on the street were released when 
their cases came up fas court. The 
aoHce threaten repeated arrests while 
the Socialists plan to hold meetiags 
every Saturday and Sunday. Their 
faS campaign starts Sunday. Sept 13, 
at the South Side Turner Gardea. 

Seas Big AausMe^^l/e.rioa Coun- 
ty socialists arc h«i4.ug ami-war 
meetings all over the coaaty," writes 
William H. Henry, Indiana state sec- 
retary. "Everything looks like a Mg 
advance in this part of the state. 
Indiana win storm the barracks of 
capitalism with speakers and litera- 
ture from this time aatO November. 
Enthusiasm is developing rapidly all 
over the state. More speakers work- 
ing the state than at any time in the 
past 'Starve' the War aad Peed 
America I' is a good slogan." 



Pfstnkm Dairy.— When the 



Help . . 

Tyomles, the Finnish Socialist daily 
of Hancock, Mkh~ announced tint n 
was in 6nancial dlmculties as a retell 
of the long drawn oat copper striae 
in Northern Michigan tat Finnish So- 
cialist locals responded nobly. St s as 
of the locals bought stock is fottevV 

about some of^ Eat»A%eisiir t 
locals eofag fka sean fc»tl»tar ares>> 



